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PREFACE. 


8 P IN OSA having obtain d as cow 


1 8 ſfiderable a Reputation for his Vir- 
dae, and the Integrity of bis Life, 


latter, from a Deference and Eſteem of the fore 


To prevent therefore the ale l Here- 


ſy is ever the leſs pernicious for being at- 


tended with Humanity and Goodneſs ; I have, 


with the Life of this Philoſopher, likewiſe 
given an Account of his Writings, and an 


Abſtract of his moſt famous Treatiſe in the 


= . 


However, fince the Abſurdity of his Philo- 


ſophy has already been ſufficiently ſhewn by 


ſome of the beſt and moſt eminent Hands; I 
cou d not, without Preſumption, think of ad- 
ding any Remarks of my own. 


AN 


N 
* 


4 for his Irreligion, and the Im- 
piety of his Opinions: It is the Mi fortune of 
many to be inclin d to judge favoarably of the 


FS 


LE x r N * 8 . 
F + 4% un , IT EE F r © +. 
2 e ee e tr PEE Inns P 
2 . 3 A 2 v = 
- on 6 2 *% * % * - 
EY - 4 4 fe 6 —_—* 2 k n $M 2 wo 4 a 
1 — * >, o 

: „ 3 is = 35 

bn K 


” ® 4 N * HB 
. * PFW oO I 2 
5 e F 4 1 * 7* ba 
1 "= - P * 
1 48 FLEE 7 N 
- F K 


W + he. 3 * * = * 
- * 
7 5 af 
4 8 2 5 2 
1 * - a « " 
* * ** — . % 5 
x 5 6 * » 8 R — . G 
> 2 f 1 N 1 1 # 1 * * 
% L * 1 
. i 4 7 * 1 — 
. F 2 * 1 * * 
N 4 5 N 
* 5 
- «4 f ” 00 * 2 4 * 
< * * A * * 1 


2 I 8% * e 4 3 
d * ap . 
. „ 
88 * „ , * as 
4 ay » F 4 * ! ” *. 1 
” E's Wy 7 * . I. * 
” 5 4 iF by * * 
- S * 
1 = * - £ & 
"IF * p + * . a 
: f 4 * 
. . k . L 2 1 
s » . 8 "the: + % 
LEY F * js | 4, x: 
J 8 * — „ 


- 
k * 5 
— > 
1 A £ 
oy 7 
« + g . 2 
5 o — v 
o % , 7 
5 _ OE I 
— 4 
4 
0 5 ” » < * 2 
* " 
2 N hy 
. ” * * P, 
„ : * 
- 6 N 
a 4 
- ** . . 
1 1 * * ” 
+ * * * * 
. x 4 
* 1 ws % 
# 9 —* ce k 4 - 
” L ' 
X E 10 * 1 * 
» - * * F 
23 * ©. 1 * — > 
P 
* * 9 4 
* * * 
: "2 9 k J A #3 SY, — » * 
2 , 1 * * bd > 1 * 5 * 3 
Y 1 I 
, ; . 4 
% » C # 
> \ 7 2 * * 4 * %, 1 
. : =” 4 by & 4 
> \ £ * 4 ** — NY 1 y 5 * ** * * 
I n 
\ > 
- = a 0 
* - * 4 
N # 
1 4 32 — « * * 1 * 
. \ 62 
693 2 *. 2 & 4. % 5 P * 
* * . * * a - 
* 4 Wu 1» 
* _ * 
* 
s * * A 
1 FE * 
*: 0 w SY 
* 
: 
; $ * i. : ö * 
* Ld . 
— * * * ; 
* j 4 
i — 4 
SS 3 RN TY Ez $ 
1 * * E * 
> 
H * 
Y * * "4 * . 
. * * 9 4 * 9 * 
* * * 
iN 
*. ic 5 . 
4 *4 8 * * * v * 5 
-t +» 1 '% A, % % I 
> 
a - 1 
5 Y N * % N, = * L ol * 8 
; 9 4 1 I 2 DEAE SY 
> 2 3 — „5 4 * +, 3 
* i 
A * , * 4 4 * 
, o © 
* % * * Pa, F > 4% * * ” ; — 4 1 * 
* * * £ - 7 % ws "IX + 7 PI i « * * 
\ 4 . 
s 5 * & % % , 3 2 N N 1 27 
* ® , 3 CF £% 4 1 
0 * 1 
\ % " 4 J j 
* d : 
* * Lins * 
0 . ö 
"IS 
* © ! 
— bg at r . 1 
Y 3 1 * 8 1 9 * 82 4 * 2 8 I | 
a + Wa ac NS 3 BETSY a | 
g * * E ſ . = 
' 
? a of * — by | 
. * ge. a * 5 * 1 8 s _ - - | | 
h «< 8 % . : L = I 7 * 7 5 7 ; * a+ 4 
, 8 % * + * * 4 3 *..4 1 1 
3 4 x 
* * % o7 + F __ * f 
ry * ow * 
f. 5 8 k y ALS. * * : » , Ls b 1 1 
1 : 1. * N % F * * 3 10 * P 9 2 4 5 5 
* 7 1 7 » 
> 1 * * — „ 
4 5 * * 
* Fl * * 
| „ „ 36 Si\$a0d \ ll 
Y 9 
* 
0 % - x -Y 1 
[1 «x3 * * * 9 », 939 1 2 1 $1 
1 y * % 4 it ©. \ It 2.3 
% ' Ge ES %S% #5 4 K 
* 1% £3 
- ; 
: by "3d; 


7 
: # 
: 6 
* 
: 5 
1 3 
n E 


> 


: 


11. "Mi, due TL 


* = "<< 
— — 


— 2 % 1 
* / * 7 9 i = * 8 7 4 * 
is + 1 * N 1 1 
* a 4 WA + * * * 7 4 # > E 
2 * 
* 
1 
. 8 
N. % 
. % 
* 
4 % C 
n * * - 
* 
D * 
4 5 oh" 
7 1 q 
* — 
* 
7 » 
1 & + A 4 i 
4 ** Lig © ws "Sos 
$ = 
* pa 4+ 
* 4 4 
5 © * * 
hy * 3 * 
a 1 By * * 
2 1 1 * ? iy * *” * » # . * 
a . =” 8 N - 4 - I 4 * 
= * » 


* * : L p, Fo F 


Was = Deſcent and Edu- 
cation a Jew. Not long 
after his Birth, his Pa- 
rents gave him che N ame 
JESS} of Baruch; but having af. 
tctteerwards forſaken his Re- 
ligion, he ada it, and call'd himſelf 
Beneditt. He was born at Amſterdam the 
24th of November, in the Year 1632. His 
Father was a Portugaeze Jew, and a con- 
ſiderable Merchant in that Place, where 


he liv'd upon the Burg- wal, in a handſome 
B Houſe 


"It 


1 


 muel Carceris, hkewiſe 
marry'd the youngeſt 


Eove with her; but one Kerkering a Gen- 


runes, and what was left him by his Fa- 


ther and Mother, prove, that his Extrac- 
tion, as well as his Education, was above - 


that of the common ſort of People. Sa- 
} Portyguezs Jew, 


whoſe Names were Rebeckah and Miri- 
am. Spincſa, even fr = his Child-hood, 
ſhew*d+ ſomething . of an extraordinary 


Genius; his Fancy was lively, and his 
Wit penetrating and quick; he by Va 


famous Francis Vanden Ende for hi 
ſter, who inftruQed him in the 


5 Tongue, and firſt inſtill'd 1 into whe ne 
Principles which were Ix; Foundation of 
his future Greatneſs | | 11 8 


S 


Hunden Ende had) a Dan 
ſo perſectly skilbd in that E 


0guage, that 


thei Was _ to — NE ok. IR | 


per, 
none b of the moſt — hag 
great deal of Senſe, Spinoſa at laſt fell in 


tleman of Hambirgh, by a Neck. Lace of 


= r Hes yo Tons ſoon withdrew: 
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his two Siſters, 


ien who e 
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ber Affections RY Syindſa, and obtaln'd 


her in Marriage himſelf. | 


* being a Maſter of Latin, apply d 


himſelf to the Study of Divinity; but 
finding it did not ſuit his Inclination, he 


left it, and betook himſelf altogether to 
Phy licks. Deſcartes was the Maſter he 
follow'd-; he declar'd he had all his Phi- 
loſophy from him. That Maxim of His 
perpetually charming him, viz. That no- 
thing ought to be admitted as true, but 
what was prov'd by ſure and undeniable 
Reaſon. / 6. 

From which he coneluded, that che ri- 


Aulos Poctrines of the Rabbins could 


never be admitted by a Man of Judg- 
ment and Senſe; pepe they are only 
built upon the Authority of the Rabbins 
theinſelves, without any Ground or even 

\ppearance of Reaſon. | 

From that Time he began to be re- 
ſerv'd among the the Jews, and to ſhun 
them as much as he cou'd ; he was ſel- 
dom ſeen in their Synagogues, which ex- 


aſperated them to the higheſt Degree; 


nor did they believe but he wouꝰd leave 
them, and be a Convert to the Chriſtian 
Religion, tho notwithſtanding he had 
frequent Converſations with Chriſtians 


he never embrac'd their Opinions. 
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Francis Halma, in his Account of Spi- 
noſa in Datch, ſays, that the Jews offer d 
him a Penſion before his Deſertion, to en- 
gage him to remain among them, and ap- 


pear now and then in their Synagogues, - 


This Spinoſa himſelf affirm'd very often to 


the Sie ur Vander Spyck, in whoſe Houſe he 


liv'd, and to ſome other Perſons; adding, 
that the Penſion the Rabbins deſign d to give 
him amounted to 1000 Florins: But he 
proteſted at the ſame time, that had they 


offer'd him ten times as much he would 
neither have accepted it, nor frequented 


their Aſſemblies on any ſuch Motive; the 


Love of Truth being the only thing that 


he valud. Mr. Hayle tells us, that he 


was one Day aſſaulted by a- Jew, as he 
was coming, out of the Play-Houſe, who 


and that he knew he deſignd to have 


kill d him, tho his Wound, as it happen d, 
was not dangerous; but the People with 
whom he liv'd gave quite another Ac: 
count of the Affair: they had it from Spz- 


{2 


vd himſelf, who told em, that one Even». /| 
ing as he was coming out of the old Per- 
tagurze Synagogue, he ſaw a Man, by 


him with a Dagger in his Hand; where- - 


upon itanding on his guard, and retiring 


backwards he avoided the Blow, , which 


reach'd no farther than his Cloaths : He 


always 
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always how as Coat 2 ue run thro? 


with the Dagger as a kind of a Memori- 
al of that Event. After wards not think 
ing himſelf ſafe at Auſter dam, he. retird 
to ſome other Place with the firſt oppor- 
tunity. 

He bad no ſooner left the Communion 
of the Jews, but they proſecuted him Ju- 
ridicially according to. their Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, and Excommunicated him. The 


Sentence of Excommunication was pub- 
lickly pronounc d by Chacham Abuabh, 2 a 


Rabbin of great Reputation among chem; x 


which, as it is ſomething very curious, f 


ſhall ſet it down at large, 
According to what has been decreed i in 


the Council. of Angels, and definitively 
determin'd in the Aſſembly of Saints, We 
Reject, Baniſh, and Declare him to be 


Curſed and Excommunicated, agreeable to 


the Will of God and his Church, by Vir- 
tue of the Book of the Law, and 85 the 
Six Hundred and Thirteen Precepts con- 


tain d therein. We pronounce the ſame 
Interdiction uſed by Jaſbua, with reſpect 
to the City of Jericho; the ſame Curſe 


 Wherewith Eliſba curſed thoſe wanton 
and inſolent Children, as well as his Ser- 
vant Gehaſi; the ſame Anathema us d by 


Barak, with reſpe& to Meros ; the fame 


Axcommunication usd anciently by the 


Members 


* 
0 


(6) 


Members of the Great "Council ; and 


6. 4 


which Jehuds the Son of ETG did like- 
wiſe thunder agaiaft his Servant, as it is 
bObſerved in the Gomere under the Title 

| Hedaſehim, &c. Laſtly, without except- 
in any of the Curſes, Anathemas, Inter- 


hive been fulminated from the Time of 
Moſes our Law-giver to this ohne Day, Day, 
we pronounce” 5-0 all in the Name of 
Achthariel, Who is alſo calld ab, the Lord 
of Hoſts; in the Name of the Great Prince 
Mithael ; in the Name of Met ateron, whoſe 
Name is like that of his Maſter ; in the 
Name of Sardaliphon, whoſe ordinary Em- 
ployment conſiſts in preſenting Flowers 
and Garlands to his Maſter, that is, in of- 
fering 'the Prayer of the Children of. If 
rael before the Throne of God: Laſtly, 
in that Name which contains Forty. two 
Lens viz. in the Name of him who 
dppear ra to Moſes in the Buſh; in that 


Name dy which Moſer open'd and divi- 


ded rhe Warers of the Red. Sea; in the 
Name of him who faid I aw that I am, 
aul who ſball be; by the myſterious Depths | 
of the great Name of God Jehovah ; by 
bis Holy Commandments ingrav'd or 


the two Tables of the Law: Laſtly, i 


the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, and of 
che Globes, Wheels and myſterious which 
Which 


„ 


and Rxcommunications, Which 


and to the Angels of his Company? Ler 
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which Ezekieb RE 20 1 be curſed. 
by. the Lord God of Hoſts, who ſits above 
the Cherubims,, whok holy and dread- 
ful Name was pronounc d by the High 
Prieſt in the Great Day of Propitiation. 
Let him be curſed in Heaven and in Earth, 
by the very Mouth of the Almighty God. 
Let him be curſed in the Name of the 
Great Prince Michael, | in the Name of 4. 
tateron, whole Name is = — that of his 
Maſter. Let him be curs'd in the 
Name of Aelrariol Jab, who! preſides o- 
ver Battles from the Lord; in the Name 
of thoſe Holy Beaſts and my ſterious 
Wheels; let — be curſed hy the ve- 
ry. Mouth of che mee "ha let 
him be curſed in the Name of thoſe mis. 
niſtring Angels, Who are always preſent: 
on God, to ſerve bim! in all Purity 1 
olineſs. 
Mas he born in Niſan (March) a Month, 
the Direction whereof is aſſign d to Vriel 


him be curſed by the Mouth of Uriel and 
by e of: x; the Angels de he 
is Head. 

Was he born in Piær, (Anu) a Month, 
the wand — is _— to — 
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phaniel and to tas cs of his Compa 
ny? Let him be curſed by the Mouth Gl 
Zephaniel, and by the Nou of the An. 
gels whereof he is Head. 

Was he born in Si van, 19 4 Month, 4 
the Direction whereof belongs to the An- 


«a 


I Aue? Let him be curſed by the! 


ame of Anmiel, and by the Mouth of 


the Angels whereof he is Head. #4 


Was he born in Thamnus ( (June) 3 
Month, the Direction whereof is NNE * 
to the Angel Peniel? Let him be curſed 
by the Mouth of Peniel and by the Mouth 
of the Angels whereof he is Head. 
Was he born in Abl, (ful) a Meath” 
the Direction of which 1s aſſign d to the 
Angel Bay kiel, and to thoſe of his Com- 
pany? Let him be curs'd by the Mouth 
of Baykiel, and the Mouth of the Angels | 
whereof he i is Head. 
Mas he borm in Elel, (Auguſt #8) x Mooth, 
the Pirection of which is Allen d to the 
Angel Periel, and to the Angels of his 
Company? Let him be curſed by the 
Mouth of Periel and by the Mouth of the 
Angels whereof he is Head, +- 
Was he born in Tis, (September) 3 
Month; the Direction of which is chi 
mitted to Auriel, and to the Angels of his 


oo 3 2 Ler him * eee by, the 


"Mouth: 


: | * 


* 


a « 9) 
mol Nada and by the Mouth of "ho 
Angels of whom he is Head. 
Was he born in Marcheſeb, ce A 
Moth, the Direction of which | 
ro, Zuchariel, gy to the pow ok his 
Comp nee BY Let him be curſed by the 
Mouth of Zachariel, and by the Mouth of 
the Angels of whom he is Head. 
5 Was he born in Hiſlea, (November) a 
Mio/̊⸗nth, the Direction whereof is aſſign d 
to the Ang el Adoniet, and to the Angels of 
hs Comps ny ? Let him be curs d hy the 
of Auoniel, and by the Mouen of 
The; 4 34S of whom he is Head. 
Was he born in Tevat, Oeder) A 
Month, the Direction of which is com- 
mitted to the Angel Axel, and to the An- 
gels of his S ee Let him be curs 
by. e Mouth of 4%, and by the M 
e Angels of whom je is Herd“ 3 
"Ws as 5 born in Sehe vat, e 
Month, the Direction of which is 19 
to the Angel Gabriel, and to 7 of his 
Company? Let him de curs d. by the 
WEE Mann o Gabriel, and by the pi 4 
_ the Apel of whom he is Head 
Was he born in Adar, ( Febrgary 
Month, che Direction whereof is aſſi 
to the Kagel Rumiel, and to thoſe of b 
Com 105 I G be be cyrs'd by Me 
5 Mout 
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wah of Rumiel, and by the Mouth of 
the Angels of whom be is Head. 


Let him be curs d by the Mouth of the 


Seven Angels who preſi ide over, the Seven 
Days of the Week, and by the Mouth . 


all the Angels who follow them and fight 
under their Banners. Let him be curg'd 
by the Mouth of the Four Angels who are 
appointed over the Four Seaſons of the 
Year, and by the Mouth of all the An- 
gels that follow them and ,fight under 
their Banners. Let him be curs'd by the 


Modith of the Seven Principalities. Let 
him be curs d by the Mouth of the Prince 


of the Law, 'W ole Name i is Crown and 
Seal. In a Word, let him be curs'd by 


the Mouth of che ſtrong, powerful, a 2 


dreadful God. We beſeech the Great 
God to confound uch a Man, and to 
haſten the Pay of his Deſtruction. May 
God, the God "of Spirits, depreſs him un- 
der an” Fleſh, extirpate, deſtroy, exter- 
mlinate, and abhibilate him. The Secret 
Judgments of the Lord, the moſt conta- 
gious Storms and Winds will fall upon 


"the Head of impious Men; the Extermi- 


nating Angels will fall upon them: Which 
Way ſoever the impious Man turn, he 
will never find any thing but Contradic- 


tion, Obſtacles, and Curles, His Soul, at 


his Death, will h his Body, being 
8 | deliver d 


* 


EY. 


| deliver'd. up to the quickeſt Senſe of Fear, 
Horror, and Anguiſh; it will then be im- 
poſſible for him to avoid the Blow 0 
| Death, and the Judgmeats of God. | 
ſends the ſharpeſt and molt violent. 0 
- v5on him. Let him periſh by the Sword, 
by a burning Fever, by a, Conſumption, 
being dry'd up by Fire within, and co- 
verd with Leproſie and Impoſthumes 
without. Let God purſue him, till he be 
entirely rooted out and deſtroy d. The 
Sword: of , the, impions V AE be ler 
ced through his own Breaſt, his 567 
ſhall be Broken; be Will de like ihe 
Straw. AER 18 Ccattegeg about by; the 
Wind. The Ang el £; the 9085 0 
purſue. him in 1 9 As liippery 
ces, where the Paths bf ihe Wicked 1175 
His Deſtructign Will Fall v upon, him At. 10 
Time when he does HOT, expect it; he 
Will find himſelf” tal ken. in che Sudre 
Which he bad a in private for 'others. 
Fee driven fr om the Face ol the Earth, 
e will be driven from the Light” into 
Darkneſs. 5 Oppreſſion and Anguiſh wi 
3 ſeize him on every ſide, "His Þ es ſha 
4 fee his Condenination.” He wall dtir 
* the Cup of the Indignation of the Lord, 
Whoſe Curſes, will cover him as his Gar- 
ments. The Earth will ſwallow him up, 
N wil extirpate him and ſhut him for 
e ever 


0 12 3 
ever out of his Houſe. . Let God never 
fore give him his Sins. Let the Wrath and 
aA eon of the Lord ſurround him, 
and ſmoak for ever upon his Head. Le : 
all the Curſes contaitd in the Book 
the Law fall upon him, Let God blo 

him out of his Book: er 80 ſeparate 
bim fo his own DeſtruQtion from all the 
Tribes of Hrael, and give him for his Lot | 
ell the Curſes conrain'd in the Land of . | 
| the {= \ 

As for you ho are ſtill fiviog, ſerve 
os Lord your God, who blels'd ; br ahaw, 
Iſaac, Joe, Me ofes, Aaron, David, Sola; 
mon, the Prophets "of Iſrael, and. ſo many 

£00 ood Men ev fy, 5 diſpetsd among 

the Gentiles,” pleaſe the Great 
_ _ Gbd ö to Moore Ys b bene upon this 

Whole Aff inbly, on the other Ho 

pl Aſembl lies, 8p Fry embers thereof. 
__ God keep them. all under bis Holy Pro- 

1 tection. God preſerve them in his Grea 
Mercy, and dete them from all ſorts 
Miſery and Oppreſſion. God grant the 
all a great many Years; let him bleſs | 
proſper all their  Vadertakings. Laſtly, 
may the Great God ſhortly grant them 
that Deliverance, which they With all 
ral expect: And thus let his 80 od. wil | 
and. Pleaſure be fulfilled. Foe . 


rar 
. 
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Seng, 


ſelf from the 
had exaſperate 
them, — by diſcovering cheir ridiculous 


cation 
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Spinoſa having openl ated him- 
1 Jews, als. hoard 1 he 
before, by contradicting 


Impoſtures; tis no wonder if they tra- 
duc'd him as a Blaſphemer, an Enemy to 


the Law of God, and an Apoſtate, who 
had left them only. to throw themſelves 


into the Arms of the Infidels ; and thun- 
der d out the moſt terrible Exgemmun 
inſt him: But Spizeſa proteſted 
at Excommunication, and made 


againſt t 


an Anſwer in Spaxiſh, which was directed 
o 9 2 Rahlius, and was: received, 3s 


W. 


be ſhewn hereafter. Dr 1 


to underſtand ſome Trade or Mechani- 
cal Art, as well as be skilful in Science, 
that it may help him in a caſe of Neceſ- 
12 oy; get him Where with to maintain 
e being well vers d in the 


195 "a the Cuſtoms of the Antients, 


was not ignorant of this Maxim, and 


made good Uſe of it, becauſe it . a 
Wiſe and reaſonable one: Therefote he 
learn'd a Mechanical Art befoye he te. 
tir d and embracd the Liſe he intended: 
It was to make Glaſſes for Telgſcepes, and 
other Uſes; and he; ſucceeded fo. well 
therein, that People Ran 3 all Farts came 
to 


FF 
50 tors expreſly ſay, that a, Man ought 
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to purchaſe them of him. Some of the 


_ Glaffes which he had poliſh'd, were found 


In his Cabiner after his Death, and fold 
| at a conſid erable Rate. \ 
Alfter he had perfe&ed himſelf in tit 
he apply'd his Mind for ſome Time to 
Drawing, and with ſuch Diligence, that 
he left a whole Book of his Draughts be- 
hind him; among which were ſome Heads 
of ſeveral conſiderable Perſons who were 
known to him; or had Occaſion to viſit him. 
Thus he Was able to maintain himſelf 
with the Work 'of his Hands, and belide 
to mind his Study as he intended to do'; 
ſo that having no Occaſion to ſtay in Am- 
ſterdam he left it, and took Lodgings in 
the Houſe of one of his Acquaintance, 
who livd upon the Road from Amſler- 
dam to Auwerkerke, He ſpent his Time 
there in ſtudying and working his Glaf- 
ſes ; when oy were poliſh'd, his Friend 
took Care to ſend for them to ſell them, 
him make Remireances of the Money to 
In the Vear 1664 Spinoſsd Spare fron 
chit Place, and retird to Rynsburg near 
Leyden, where he ſpent” all the Winter, 
and then Went away to Yoorburg' a League 
from the Hague, as he himſelf ſays in his 
thirtieth Letter, written to Peter Ralling. 
_ Heliv'd there, a as is reported, * or 
DI our 


E 


2 © Four Years, during which Time he got 


a great many Friends there, who were all 
_ diftinguiſh'd by their Quality, or by Ci- 
vil and Military Employments: They 
were often in his Company, and took ex- 
ceeding Pleaſure in hearing him talk. At 
their Requeſt he ſettled himſelf at laſt at 
ae 2; 3; habbe 
It is ſcarce credible how frugal and ſo- 
ber he was all the Time, not that his Cir- 
cumſtances were ſo indifferent as not to 
permit him to ſpend more had he been 
willing: He had Friends enough who of- 
fer d him all manner of Aſſiſtance; buthe 
was naturally very ſober, and cou'd be ſa- 
tisfy d with a little; and he did not care 
People ſhould think he had liv d even once 
at any other Perſon's Expence, A Milk- 
ſ00P, done with Butter, wou'd frequent- 
ly ſuffice him a Day, which ſcarce amount- 
ed to Three- pence; nor wou'd he ever 
eat any Thing more expenſivxe. 
„ As, for, his Ferſon; he was of a mid- 
dle Stature, the Features of his Face were 
good; his Skin was ſomething tawny; 
1s Hair black and curling; his Eye- 
brows long, and of the ſame Colour with 


3 


his Hair: In ſhort, by his Looks he might 
be ealily known to be deſcended from a 
Portag dere Jew ; be was ſo negligent of 


his Cloaths, that they were no better than 


11 


28 thaſe 


way 


_ (6). 

E thoſe of the meaneſt Citizen. One of the 
moſt eminent Counſellours of State ga- 
ing to ſee him, found him in a Morning 
Gown fo flovently, that he blamed him 
for it, and offer'd him another. Spinoſs 
anſwered him, that a Man was never the 

better for having a finer Gown ;-to which 
2 he added, it is unreaſonable to wrap up 
ITzhings of little or no valve in a precious 


: 


He was not more frugal in his manner 
of Living, than free and eaſy in his Con- 
verſation : He knew men) Aer how 
A to be Maſter of his Paffions: He was ne- 
1 ver either very Melancholy or very Mer- 
ry. He had the Command of his Anger, 
and if at any Time he was uneafy in his 
Mind, he did not let it appear; or, if he 
. happened to expreſs his Grief by . fame 
Geſtures or Words, be immediately re- 
tired, teſt he ſhould do any thing that 
might be unbecoming. He was beſides 
very courteous and obliging, and wou'd 
very often diſcourſe with the Peopfe of 
of the Houſe, whenever they were fick 
or afflicted: He would endeavour to com- 
fort them, and exhort them to bear with 
Patience thoſeEvils which God had anden 
them. He put the Children in mind d 5 
going to Church, and taught them to be 
Dutiful to their Farents. When the P . 


ple 
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ple of zhe/Houſe. came fem Chuidh, 5 
would ask them what they had learned, 
and what they could remember of the 
Sermon. He had a great eſfeem for DT. 
Cordes, a pipus and good- natur d Man, 
and would frequently ſpeak in his Praiſe. 
Nay, ſometimes he went! to hear him 
preach, and approv'd of his way of Ex- 
plaining the Scripture, and the folid Ap- 
plications he made of it: He at the ſame 
time advisd the People of the Houſe 
not to miſs * Sermon of fo excellent 4 
Faun A 
It happened o one Day \ \ ih the Wo⸗ 

man of the Houſe ask'd Ay whether he 
believed ſhe could 1 ſaved in the Re- 
ligion ſhe profeſs d? He anſwered, your 
Religion is a good one, you need not look 
for another, nor doubt that you may be ſav d 
in it, provided, whilſt you apply your ſelf 
to Piety, you ive at che ſame Time an 
honeſt e RN 

When be ſtay'd at Home, he was 
troubleſome to 40 Body; he r the 
greateſt Part of his Time quietly in his 
on Chamber. When he happened to 
be tired with Study, he'd go down Stairs 
to refreſh himfelf;) and would diſeourſe 
with the Feople of the Houſe about any 
ching that might afford Matter for an or. 
Aimar onverſationgor-even about Trifles 

1 D e 


a 
He alſo; took Pleaſure in ſmoaking Tobac. 
te; or When be was willing to divert 
himſelf ſome what longer, he would throw 
Flies idto a Cob· web, and was ſo divert - 
ed with the Battle, that he would often- 
times break out into Laughter. He ob- 
denv'd alſo with a Microſcope, the different 
Parts of the ſmalleſt: Inſetls, from whence 
he. drew ſuch Conſequences as ſeem'd to 
im ta agree heſt with his Diſcoveries. 
Sollittle was his Regard for Money, 
that be contented himſelf always with li- 
ving from Hand to Mouth. Simon de 
Dis of Amſlerdam, who, in his 267% Let - 
ter; calls him his moſt faithful Friend, pre- 
ſented him with a Sum of two thouſand 
Florins; but $przofe, in the Preſence of the 
Man of the Houſe defined to -be:excus?d 
from accepting the Money, under Pretence, 
That if he, received it twould infa libiy 
divert him from his Studies. 
The ſame Simon de Uries-heing ke to 
| dies and LVans Amr ,oPurpes'd ro 
make him bis Air; but Sj4¾es would 
nevet conſent, and told him, he ſhoudd 
not think of leaving his Eſtate to finy but 
his Brother, Who ay thientare Relay 
on and by the Right of Natureſhis Heir. 
This was executed as he propos d, but 
upon Condition; that the Brother ſhould 
| pers ſufficient Anquiry-fore his Mainte- 
ol 5 nance; 


| 


; * 
* 
* - 
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nance; and chat Cauſe was likewiſe eiche 


fully executed: But that which is parti 
cular, is, that tho“ an Annuity? of 500 


Florins, by Virtue of that Clauſe, was of- 
fer'd to Spina," yet he thinking it too; 
conſiderable, wou'd accept of nod moto, 
than 300“. % 7601. 1A. totlt 
Another nabend x the Diſiotoreſitds! 
neſs of Spinoſa is what:paſs!d'afrerthe Death; 
of his Father. The Succeſſion was ta be 


divided between him and his two Siſtersg 
to Which they were condemn'd in aw, 
tho? they had left nothing undone to hin- 
der him of it; yet inſtead of dividing 


that Succeſſion, he gave them his Share, 


and: kept only for himſelf K good Bed, 


with ats Furniture. H ei 3602 

Spinoſa had no ſooner publity d ſome of 
hos Works, but he grew very! famous; in 
the World, among the moſt conſidera- 
ble Perſons, who loch d upon bim as 
Man of a great and exalted Genius. Mr. 


Staupe, Lieutenant: Colonel of a Regi- 


ment of Swiſſers, in the Service of the King 


ol France, commanded in the City of U 
trecht, in the Lear 1673. he had been be- 


fore Mwiſter, of the Mallon Church in 
London, during the Civil Wars of Eng land; 


he was afterwards made Brigadier, and 
was kiſbd at the Battle of Stent. While 


he was at Utrecht he wrira Book; entitłd,; 
„ a be 


ed from Utretch: ſome Days before he 
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61\Religion of the Dutch; wherein he 
upbrades the Reform d Divines, in neglec- 


ting to anſwer a Book which was pub 
lind under their Eyes, in the Tear 1670 


entitled, Tractatus Theologico: Polit irus, 


Whereof Spinoſa own'd himſelf to be Au- 
thor. At that very Time he writ ſeve- 


ral Letters to Spizoſa, from whom he re- 

ceived feveral Anſwers; and at laſt he de- 
ſired him to repair to him, at a certain 
Time to Vrrecht. Monſieur Staupe was 
ſo much tlie more deſirous that he ſhouꝰd 
come there, becauſe the Prince of Conde, 


who then took Poſſeſſion of that Govern- 


ment, had a mind to diſcourſe with Spi- 
noſes: And it was confidently reported, 


that his Highneſs was ſo well diſpos'd to 


recommend him to the King, that he 


hoped to obtain a Penſion eaſily for him, 
provided he would dedicate one of his 
Books to his Majeſty. He receivd that 


Letter with a Paſsport, and ſet out from 


the ge u little White after he had re-. 


ceiv d it ; but the Prince of Conde depart- 


arrived: However Mr. Stoa pe aſſur'd him 


he would willingly uſe his Intereſt to pro- 15 


cure him a Penſion from the King; but 


Men of Learning and Senſe, eſpecially 10 Strangers, . 
e ente eim ane 


Writings to bim. 


+ #4 0. * 
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becauſe he did not deſign: to dedicate any 
Book to the King, he refus'd the Offer 
rhat was made hind, with Wl: the Civiliy 
he was able. "ord wO-+001 783Y 
At his Return, the Mob: at the Flagus 
were extremely incensd” againſt him ; 
they loo. d upon him as a Spy, one who _ 
kept a publick. Correſpondence with the 
Euemy, and therefore determined to 
kill him; but however he clear'd his 
. ſo well that thap navel attempt. | 
| ed his Life- 1 107 910 
In that Year the Elector Falavicd: I 
inform d of the great Capacity and Geni- 


us of Spinoſa, he was 'defirbus he ſhou d 


come to teach Phlloſopiy at Hxpdelberg, ot. 
dering the famous Fabritins, Profeſſor ef 
Divinity, and one of his Counſellouts. w 
ropoſe it; who offer'd him in thas 
Prince's Name the Profeſſorſhip, and 4 full 

Liberty of Reaſoning, according to his 
own Principles, as he ſbom'd think fx f 
but that Offer was attended with a Dif 
culty which Spizofe could not agree 80. 
For, tho' the n granted | him was 
never fo. yet he was not in any. 

manner allow id tb advance any thing con- 
tracy to the Religion eſtabliſm d by Law; 
which knowing it was impoſſible to do, 
he return'd the following Anſwer, Von 
don't tell me within what Bounds you li- 


6 a 9 of Realomog, that I — 
| not 


0 22 » 


not diſturb the; Religion eftabliſk'd: by! 
Law“. it ere of Ni 1A aff © Yoon 
As for his Works ; he(publifh'd ' in the 
Year 1664, Des Cartes's Principles of Phila: 
Jap, Geometribally Demonſtrated; and 
ſoon after his 22 ical Meditat inn. 
of Alſo in che Year 1670, he publiſh d his 
| Thafatys Dheolozico Polit cui, provingithe 
Conformity! of the: Scriptures, with a Phi- 
loſophical Freedom of Thinking; which 
being a Book: that has made A conlidera- 
ble Noiſe in the World, I have given an 
Abſtract of it in the End. 183Y 18111 nl 
_ -inSeveratotherWritingsSpino/a left aſter 
Kis:Dearhi, adds his\Poſthyumons 
Works: Ahe Hit is a Tréatiſe of Morals, 
1 Geometricilly.demonſtraced:! The fecond 
sa Treatife of. Paliticks. The third is con- 
cerning the U uje. The fourth is a 
Collection of Helen. 4 The fiftii is an a? 
bridgment of che Hehrm Grammar. Theſe | 
Pi bumdus Hauri] are writ with the ſame 
Spirit as he others; the Preatiſe of Moralt | 
begins wich Definitions of GO in the 
5 fixch, he ſays, G is an Lafinite Being; 
__ that is;a Subſtance; which contains in it's 
2 elk Infinty of Attributes, every one 
x whereof ex preſs an eternal and infinite; 
Subſtance. In dis 2x Letter, he ſays, he 
acknowledges bis Notion of God is very 
differerent ftom that of the Modern 


Chriſtians: WO 2 God to be the 
5 > gunner 


4 
| 
„ 
| 
| 
| 
l 


it 


/ 


TEAS — 6. 
— — ned. 


C23) 
immanent and not the tranſient Cauſe of 5 
all things. biin ei A es (1% sα⁰οe 

To underſtand: ali Opinion, we - muſt 
conſider, that the hroductions of a Tran- 
ſient Cauſe are External, or out of it ſelf; 

whercas the Immanent Cauſe: is confin d 

within it ſelf, without acting outwardly 

at all; by Infinite, he means choſe Bounds 

to which Humane Underſtanding can ne- 

ver find any End. He ſays, chat they 
were in the wrong who charg'd him 

with aſſerting, that God and Matter Were 
the ſame; not w ithſtanding he cou'd nor 

forbear oonfeſſing that Matter is a thing 
Eſſential to the Deity, ho is and acts only 

on Matter, that is, in the Uni verſe. Ne like. 

wiſe ſuppoſes, that chere are two Eternal 

Properties in God ws.! Thinking and Ex- 
tenſion; by Which Properties he imagines 8 4 
the Univerte hd 411 the Beings it com- 1 
prehends, do eſſentially belong to the Na- 4 
ture of God. conſider'd as a Subſtance; 
whoſe Thought and Extenſian are Infinite; 

T hus he owus God the general Cauſe: of 

all things; and denies that he will eicher 

reward or puniſn the Actions of this 
Life, becauſè they naturally proceed from | 
Humane Nature.)Io his Eehrcks, he makes | 
the Soul and Body but One Being, and 
fays;** When E peak of the Body, Imean 
foonly: a. 3 which e Ef-: 
SH. 4: Tents 


ba Paſſage of St. John, viæ. the Word 


. 3 ; 
( 2+ 


© ſence of God: in a certain and preciſe 


© Manner, as he is conſider d under the 


©: Notion of an extenued Thing: As for 
the Soul; which is and acht in the Body, 

it is only another Modification or Man- 
ner of Being, produc d by Mature, or 
© manifeſted by Tnght; it is not a Spi- 
d rit, or a Settle Sybſlance no more 


; j _— the Body, but a Modification which 


expreſſes the Eſſence of God, as he ma- 


mee himſelf, his Acts and Works by 


Thought. In his 21, Letter, he ſays, 5 
that the Incarnation of Jeſar Chriſt is no- 


thing but the Eternal Wiſdom, which ha- 
8 virg appear d in all Things, particularly 


in our Hearts and Souls, was at laſt ma- 


nifeſted in an extraordinary Manner in 
him. Further, he ſays, that ſome Church - 


es hold, that God wn} himſelf Man; but 
for his part, he has declar*d he does not 
know what they mean by it; that to him 
it ſeems as ſtrange as that a Circle ſnoud 


take the Nature of a Triangle or Squere; 


and this gives him Qczation to explain 


male Tab, by a way of ſpeaking ve- 
. en among the Eaſtern Nations, 
and to render it is, God has manifeſts 
ed himſelf in Jeſas Chrift, i in a moſt par. 


tieular manner, viz. by his Virtue, Piety, 


and Wildom, * * the: reſt of 
Mankind. ar ug 


9 

He farther, in hisT heologicoPoliticus, main: 
tain'd, That Prophecies were only ground- 
ed upon the Fancy of the Prophets; and 
that the Prophets and the Apoſtles wrote 
naturally according to their own Light 


and Knowledge, without any Revelation 


or Order from God : That they accommo- 
dated Religion as well as they could to 
the Genius of thoſe who liv'd at that 
Time, and eſtabliſh'd it upon ſuch Prin- 


ciples as were then well known and com- 


v. 
o 


J.. 8 
He who took Care to publiſh the 
Poſthumous Works of Spinoſa, reckons, 


among his Writings which have not been 


printed, a Treatiſe concerning the Rain- 
Bom; but his Friends not adviſing him to 
publiſh it, he reſolv?d to burn it, about 


half a Year before he dy'd. He had alſo 


begun a Tranſlation of the Old Teftament 
into Duteh, and had finiſh'd the Five 
Books of Moſes; but not approving it, he at 
laſt burn'd the whole Work iu his Chamber. 
_ Spinoſa'wasa Man of a very weak Con- 
ſtitution, Unhealthy, and Lean, and had 
been troubled with a Prhyffck upwards of 
Twenty Years ; nevertheleſs, the People 


of the Houſe did not believe him to be 


ſo near his End :. For, the 224 of Februa- 
75, which happen d to be the Saturday be- 

fore the laſt Week of the Carnival, his 
* 85 171 
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Landlord being come from Church, Sꝛi- 
zo[a went down, and had a pretty long 
Converſation with him, which did par- 


ticulatly run upon the Sermon; and ha- 
vi taken ſome Tobacco, he left him 
J went to Bed; the next Morning he 


ent for a Phyſician, who order d them to 
boyl a Fowl, that Spiuoſa might immedi- 
ately have ſome. Broath, which he took, 
with a good Stomach, about Noon, when 
the Landlord and his Wife came from 


Church. In the Afternoon, they being a- 


gain gone to Church, the Phyſician ſtaid 


alone with Spinqſa; but as they were re- 
turning Home, they were very much ſur- 
prix d to hear that Sinqſa had expired a- 
bout, Three, in the Preſence of the Phy- 


| Gian, who had left him, and was gone 


— 
p — * 


* 
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Houſe took Care of his Burial. The Body 


was carry d to the Grave the 25h of Fe- 
braary, being attended by many Illuſtrious 
Perſons, where he was interr' d in a Church 


 Rebeckab 4e Spinoſe, his Sifter, declar d 


her {elf his Heir; hut ſhe not being wil- 
lig to pay his Debts till ſhe. knew what 
Hffacts he had left, a Publick Sale was 
made of his Goods; and perceiving that 


after the Fayment little or OPS od 
+; oY g . e 8 
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be left, ſhe deſiſted from proceeding any 
further ; the whole Sale amounting but 
to Four Hundred Florins and ſome Pence. 

Theſe are all the Particulars of the 
Life and Death of Spinoſa: He was For- 
ty-four Years, two Months, and 'Twenty- 
ſeven Days old when he dy'd ; which 
was on the 21ſf of February, 1677. and he 


was bury'd the 2 5th of the ſame Month. 
ha . 1: : 
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mz ROPHECY or Revelation is 
dhe true Knowledge of any 
5 . thing revealed to Men by 
Cod; and he is a Prophet who 
8 declares and expounds thoſe 
Things which God hath reveal'd to Per- 
ſons, who cannot have - any certain 
Knowledge of them, but muſt only by 
mere Faith receive and embrace them. 
A Prophet was by the Jews call'd Nat, 
(that is) an Orator or Interpreter; as 
appears in the 7th Chapter of Exodus, 
verſ. 1. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, - 
| ſee ] have made thee a God to Pharaoh, and 


Aaron thy 22252 (bal be 15 e as if 
he 


he ſhould 1 bid, Fal by interpreting. 
to Pharaoh what thou-ſay't, ſhall ac the 


Part of a Prophet, and thou the Part of 


_ God. 


has been given of it, that Natural Know- 


ledge may be call'd Prophecy ; for thoſe 


Things which we know by the Light of 
Nature, depend only vpon the Knowledge 
of God, and his Eternal Decrees: But 


becauſe. this Knowledge is Natural to all 


Mankind, being founded upon Principles 
common to all, it is of no value with the 
Vulgar, who always affecting things rare, 
and out of the Road, deſpiſe the Gift of 
Nature; and therefore, wheoever menti- 
on is made of prophetical Knowledge, 
they totally exclude Natural, which may 
with as much Right be calld Divine as 
the other, whatever it be; ſeeing the Na- 
ture of God, of Which we participate, 
and the Decrees of God dictate it unto 
us; neither does Natural Knowledge dif- 
fer from that which Men call Divine, but 
only becauſe Divine Knowledge exceeds 
the Limits of Natural; and, becauſe the 


Laws of Humane Nature, conſiderd in 


themſelves, cannot. be the Cauſe of Di- 
vine Knowledge; but Natural Knowledge, 
in reſpect of the Certainty which it in- 
aden and 1 in reſpec of the Fountain from 

whence 


It * "pt from the Dehnen Which 
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whence it proceeds, namely, from God 
"Himſelf, doth in no wiſe give Place to 
Prophetical Knowledge; unleſs ſome will 
think that the Prophets had Humane Bo- 
dies, but not Humane Souls; and there- 
fore their Perception and Knowledge were 
of a quite different Nature from 2 : But 
tho Natural Knowledge be Divine, yet 
they who profeſs and propagate it, can- 
not be call'd Pro 3 becauſe the Things 
Which they teach, may, with equal Cer- 
tainty, and in as high a Degree, be ap- 
prehended and embrac d by others, as well 
as themſelves, and that not by Faith a- 
lone. Sinee therefore our Mind for no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe it contains in 
it ſelf the Nature of God, as its Object, 
and alſo participating thereof, is able to 


form certain Notions, which explicate the 


Nature of Things, and teach us the Uſe 


of Liſe; we may with Reaſon conclude, 


that che Nature of Man's Mind, being 
what it is conceivd to be, is the Prime 
Cauſe of Divine Revelation; forall thoſe 
Things which we clearly and diſtinctly 
underſtand, the Idea of God and Nature 
dictate to us, not in Words, but in a much 
more excellent Manner, And ſuch 48 beſt 


agrees with the Nature of the Mind; as 
every one who has any Notion of cer- | 
rain Knowledge finds by hi own -Expe- 
rience. 555 


(3) 


But becauſe 1 purpoſe chiefly to ſpeak | 
of that which belongs only to the ee 
ture, what I have ſaid of Natural Know- 
ledge ſhall ſuffice: And I now proceed 
to other | Cauſes and Means by which 
God reveals to Men thoſe Things which 
do exceed, and. alfo thoſe which do not 
exceed, the Bounds of Natural Know- 
ledge; 'for nothing hinders, but that which 
we know by the Light of Nature, may 
by other Ways be communicated | to 
Med. - 

But it is in the bet place to be obs 
ſerv'd, that the Jews never us d to make 
mention of mediate and particular Cau- 
ſes, nor ever regarded them; but for the 
promoting of Religion, Piety and Devo- 
tion, had always recourſe to God. For in- 
ſtance, if they got Money by the Trade of 
' Merchandize, they ſaid God gave it them; 
if they earneſtly defired to do any ching, 
they ſaid God difpog'd their Hearts to it; 
if they: ſeriouſly: thought on any thing, 5 
they {aid it was declar'd to them by God; 
ſo that the Mode of ſpeaking among che 
Flebrews being conſider'd, every thing 
which the Scripture faith God declared ro 
any one, is not to be taken for Pen 
and Supernatural Knowledge. 

If then we run thro' all the Sacred Vo- 
lumes, we (hall: * that all thoſe Things 


which 
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* which God reveal'd to the Prophets, were 
reveal d to them either by Words or by 
Figures and Signs, or elſe by both toge- 
ther, and that the Words and Signs were 
either. real and true, without the Imagina- 
tion of the Hearing and Seeing Prophet, 
or but imaginary : That is, the Fancy and 
Imagination of the Prophet, even when 
he was awake, was ſo diſpos'd, that he 
verily thought he heard Words, or far 
and beheld ſome Thing, or Sigg. 
For inſtance; the Voice by which God 
calbd Samuel was not real, but being like 
the Voice of Eh, which be ſo often heard, 
it the ſooner wrought upon his Fancy, and 
made him think that every Time he was 
calPd, it was by E{z. The Voice which Abi. 
melech heard Was 45 imaginary; for it is 
ſaid, Gen. chap. 20. v. 6: God ſaid unto him 
in a Dream. And therefore Abimelech not 
waking, but in his ſleep, (the Time when 
the Fancy is naturally moſt apt to imagine 
Things that are not) might have a ſtrong 
| Impreſſion of God's Will upon his Ima- 
gination. . 
It is the Opinion of . Jews, that the 
Words of the Decalogue were not vocally 
pronounc d by Cod; but that the. [/raelites 
only heard a Noiſe, which did not articu- 
lately form Words, but that the People 
"ous the Noiſe; mentally underſtood 


the 


A 


» 


f 
the Laws. of the Decalagus; but it ſeems. 
more conſonant to Scripture, that God 
did really create a Voice hy which he re- 
veal'd the Decalogne, tho even this does 
not fully ſolve the Doubt: For, it ſeems 
very irtational to ſuppoſe, that any thing 
created by and depending on God, as well 
as other created Beings do, ſhould be able 
to expreſs or expound the Eſſence or Ex- 
iſtence of God perſonally, vir, by: ſaying 
in the firſt Perſon, 1 am the Lord th God; 
tho? where a Man ſays with his Mouth, I 
under ſtand, yet no Body thinks in the 
Mouth of that Man, but his Mind that 
underſtands; but becauſe the Mouth hath 
Reference to the Nature of the Man that 
ſaid it, and the Perſon alſa to whom it 
Was ſaid. knows what is the Nature of 
| the Intellect, he eaſily underſtands the 
Mind of the ſpeaking Perſon, by a com- 
parative Conbderation of hiqmſelf; but 
1 they who knew. nothing of God, but his 
mere and defirid: him to ſpeak, 
that they might be certain of his Exiſt- 
.ence, how cbuld they be ſatisfy d in chis 
Requeſt, by any Creature's ſaying, Ia 
ty God ? When that Creature which ſaid 
ſio did no more reſemble God, nor belong 
to his Nature than any other Creatute 
Lips of Moſes, nay 15 any Beaſt, to have 


arti- 


| 
| 
| 
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\articulately pronounced I ans 1% God, does 
it follow that the 7/7 aelites ſhould thereby 


have underſtood __ Baie and Exiſtence 


of God? C08. ; 
em Picicovet, Uh Sciipture ded plainly 


to declare chat God himſelf ſpoke, and 


that he had Figure or Form; and that 


Moſes, When he had heard him ſpeak, 


happen d to ſee it, tho indeed it was but his 
Back karts; in Which there! is a hidden 
N ſtery. 2 Mn 120 5110 117 

That Revelatie'r may bappen baly by 
bh or Figures; is plain in. Geneſis (as 
well as in many other Places) where God 


 TTeveal'd'ro Joſeph his future Dominion 
Images that were not real and exter 


but internal; and depending only opon 
the Imagination of the Prophet. 


And 1 maintain that (except our Savi- 
our) no Man (ever receiv'd Revelation 
1 God, but by the Help of the Ima- 


ginatidn, v8 by the Help of Words, or 
igus; and therefore to propheſy, there 


Is not ſo much *need of a perfect Under. 


ſtanding, as of a ſtrong and 1 A. 


<wabion as hall be ſhewn.© vc .- 


And, becauſe the Imagination is d- 
dinge and inconſtant, Prophecy did not 


long continue with the Prophets, nor was 


it frequent, but very rare; and as there 


were few that had it, ſo lkewiſe *rwas 


SS | very 


N by 


derſtandings, have their Fancy and, 


very ſeldom; and it ſhall now be en- 
quir'd how the Prophets could be {ure of 


n 


thoſe Things which they perceived oply, 


by the Strength of Imagination, and not 
by the certain Principles of mental Know- 


1 
= 


Inner; nc on 54 od, eh: 2s calls 
That the Prophets were not endued 
with a Perfection of Mind above other 
Men, but only with Strength aud Vita. 
city of Imagination, the Scripture Hiſto- 
ries abundantly. teſtify. Solomon exceeded 
all others in Wiſdom, but not in the Gift 


of Prophecy. Heman, Darda, Kalcoll wers 


Men of great Wiſdom, but ao Prophets , 
when plain Country-men, who. had no 


Learning, nay Women, as Hagar, Abrahams 


** 


Rad had cha Gul and his agree 
both to Reaſon and Experience; ior. they 


who moſt excel in Fancy and Imaginatis _ 
on, are leſs apt to underſtand Things 


clearly; and they who have excellent, Ug- 


gination .not;{o. ſtrong, but better Rek 
within Compaſs, that it may not be con: 


Knowledge of Natural, and Spiritual 


ſhew, becauſe the Times, 


* 
* 
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Fhiloſophy, Abe an ll regu 
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- a Not Malls regard what 
can fay to the contrary, which hates n6- 


2 and juſtly, and are Lovers of true and 


that is Reaſoning : Whence ik follows, 
that Prophecy of it ſelf does not include 


8 the Itnagination; and therefore the Pro. 
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Superſtitic 


+} 


thing foes than 'foch+ Men as live well 


ſolid Knowledge; for now they who 


freely confeſs they have no particular 
| 155 of God, and only know him by 


created Beings, (of whoſe” Cauſes 


are ignorant) are preſently branded with 


e Name of Atheiſts. | 
1 order to this I ſhall Mew, thek 


Wh thete was. Difference between the Pro- 
phets, not only in reſpect of Imaginati- 


dn and Temperament of Body, but alſo 


| in reſpe& of the Of imons wherewith 


they were' prepoſſeſs' ; ſo that they ne- 


ver became more Karmel by Prophecy But 


tWill be requiſite, firſt, tö r ef the 
Certainty of the Prophets, betauſe it will 

contribute to the Proof of what I deſign 
to demonſtrate; ſeeing Simple  Imagina- 
tion does not in it's own Nature include 
Cettaivty, as every clear and diſtinet Idea 
does; there mult neceſſarily ſome other 
Thing accompany Imagination, to make 
us ſure of the Tt ings We ittlagine; „ AfId 


Certainty, becauſe it depends onl/ upon 


8 themſelves way not certai of 0d 
God 
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God reveald by the Revelation it ſelf, 


but by ſome Sign ; as appears by Abra- 
ham, Gen. chap. 15. v. 8. And be ſaid, 
Lord God, whereby ſhall 1 know that I ſhall in- 
herit it; asking a Sign after he heard the 
Promiſe. Without doubt he believ'd God, 


believe, but that he might be ſure the 
. Promiſe came from: God. The ſame 
thing more plainly appears by Gideon, ꝓuag. 
chap. 6. verſ. 17. And be ſaid; unto him, 


i nom I have found Grace in ij fight, then 


ſhew me 4 Sign' that thus tulleſt with me. 
Heztkiah, who well knew that Iſaiabh was 
à Prophet, asked a Sign of him, when 
he foretold his * N which ſhews, 


that the Propllets had always ſome Sign, 


by which they were certain of the things 
they Prophetically imagined; and there- 
fore Moſes, Drat. chap. 18. v. 22. bids 
the People ask a Sign of any that pre- 
tend to Prophecy, which! Sign was to be 
Forerelling ſome future Event:. 

Prophecy therefore, in this particular, 
muſt give place to Natural Knowledge, 
which needs no Sign, but in it's own: Na- 
ture includes Certainty i but the Certain- 


ty of Prophecy is not Mathematical, but 


only Moral, which e 
pron Deur. chap. 13. »Mdofes warns 


6 if _ Proptier ſhou'd: Te 
f | © 2M em 


* 


and did not ask the Siga, that he might 
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e 
them to worſhip any other God, tho? he 
confirm d his Doctrine by Signs and Mi- 
racles, yet the Prophet was to be put to 
Death. Chriſt, in like manner, tells his 
Diſciples there ſhou'd ariſe: falſe Chriſts, 
and falſe Prophets, and ſhou'd ſhew great 
Signs and Wonders; and Exel. alſo de- 
clares, that God ſometimes deceives Men 
with falſe Revelation, chap. 14. verſ. 9. 
gGeeing then the Certainty of Prophecy, 
which depended upon Signs, was not Ma- 
thematical, (that is ſuch as neceſſarily fol- 
los from the thing apprehended or ſeen) 
but only Moral; and that Signs were gi- 
ven to ſatisfy and convince the Prophet 
- himſelf ; it likewiſe follows, that Signs 
were given according to the Opinion and 
Capacity of the Prophet; ſo that the Sign 
.which made one Perſon conſident, and 
certain of his Prophecy, cou'd not aſſure 
another; as the Signs were different aud 
various, ſo alſo did Revelation it ſelf 
vary in every Prophet, according to the 
Diſpoſition of his Imagination, the Tem- 
per of his Conſtitution, or the Opinion 
where with he was prepoſſeſt : (for Ex- 
ample) if a Prophet was chearful and 

merty, to him were reveal'd Victories 
and Peace, the Promoters of Mirth and 
Gladneſs; thoſe Things generally em- 
ploying the Fancy of ſuch Men: * 4 
3 e * 


” 
i 


ail, 


* 
. 
* 1 5 : 
$ = *. 
N | 4 9 
4 . 


ſad and melancholly Man, were reveal. 


ed Wars, Plagues, and Evils to come: 


If a Prophet were Kind, Merciful, Cho- 
lorick, or Severe, accordingly: were his 
Revelations.” The Fancy of the Prophet 
was alſo ſometimes the Cauſe that Reve- 
lation differ'd in Style; for if the Prophet 
were of an elegant and exalted Fancy, 
the Mind of God was made known to 
him in an- eloquent and lofty Style; if 
the Prophet's Fancy was obſcure and con- 
fus d, his Revelations were likewiſe the 
ſame: When Revelations were made to 
A Country: Ruſtick, the Signs repreſent- 
ed were Oxen, Cows, Cc. to a Soldier, 
Captains and Armies; to a Courtier, Pal- 
laces and Regal Thrones. Laſtly, Prophe- 
cy vary'd: according to the Opinions 
-wherewith: the Prophets were affected, 
Mat. chap; 11. To the Magi addicted to 
Aſtrology, tlie Nativity of our Saviour 
was revealed by a Star appearing in the 
Eaſt ; to the Dreamers or Prophets of 
Nebuchudne ægar was reveal d the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, by inſpecting the In- 
ae of Beaſts: That King alſo under- 
. odd: it from Oracles, and the Shooting 
of Arrows into the Air. To Prophets, 
ho believ'd Men had Free-Will, and 
acced according to their own Will and 


RR Choice, God revealed himſelf as indif- 


ferent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
l 
| 
| 
, 


angry with the King) fortel what ſhould 


Perſon, being inclin'd to imagine Exil 
rather than Good: But they are. miſta- 


* 
* . * 
I» 
* 1 


ferent and ignorant of Mens future Adti- 
ons; all which Particulars {hall be ſeve- 
rally proved hy Places of Scripture. : | 


Firſt, it appears by the 24 Baot of 


fore he propheſy' d to-Feboram, deſired a 
Minſtrel to play before him, and that till 
he was pleas'd with the Muſick of th 
Inſtrument, he could not (becauſe he was 


happen; they who are angry with an 


ken who ſay God is never reveal'd to An- 
gry and Melancholly Perſons; for to Ma- 
ſes, who Was incens d againſt Pharoab, 
without the help of any muſical In- 


ſtrument, was reyeald that miſerable 
Plague of the Firſt - born. God was re- 


vealed to angry Cain; to angey and im. 
patient Exełiei was reveald the Miſery 
and Obſtinacy of the Jews, Ezek. chap. 3. 


v. 14. Jeremy, {ad and weary of his Life, 


propheſy d the Captivity of the Jews; ſo 
that Joſab wou'd not conſult him, but 


fs, to whoſe milder Diſpoſition the Met- 


ey of God was more likely to be reveal- 
ed, 24 Book of Chron. chap. 24. v. 22. 
Michah did never propheſy Good to Ahab, 


Eess did ſome other Prophets in the Hirt 


Book 


(4r) 


Book of the Kines, chap. 20. v. 13.) but 
all his Life time propheſy d Evil; as 
plainly appears in the Fir Book of the 
Kzngs, chap. 22. v. 8. and more plainly 
in the Second-Book of Chron. chap. 18. v. 
7. The Prophets therefore, in reſpect of 
the different Temperaments of the Bo. 
dy, inclin'd to ſomeRevelations more than 
to others. The Style alſo of Prophecy dif- 
fer'd according to the Eloquence of ev'ry 
Prophet; thePropheciesof Ezekiel and Amos 
are written in a lower and lefs eloquent 
Style; than thoſe of 1/a/ah and Nahum; and 
ſhou d any one compare ſome Chapters 
of diversProphets, upon the ſame Subject, 4 
what a Diſparity wou'd they find in the 
Style? Fort inſtance, how different is the 
firſt Chapter of the Courtier Iſaiah from 
the fifth Chapter of the Herdſman 4. 
mos ; how. ſuperiour are the Order and 
| Reaſons of Jeremiah to the Order and 
Reaſons of Obadiah ; and alſo, how ele- 
gant and ſublime is Taiah, how low and 
unpoliſh'd' Hoſea? So that this being con- 
fider'd; it is very evident, that God had 
no peculiar Style of ſpeaking ; but, accor- 
ding to the Learning and Capacity of the 
* 8 it was either eloquent, coneiſe, 
ſharp, rude, Jae or obſcure. Prophe- 
tical Repreſentations and Hieroglyphicks 
were various; tho they fignify d the ſame 
en G thing; 


; "LF 
thing ; for the ory, of God leaving the 
Temple was otherwile preſented to Iſeiahb 
than it was to Exit]; the Rabbins would 
have both. Repreſentations to be the ſame, 
and that Ecekiel, being a Couatry-man, 
extraordinarily admired his un, and 

therefore deſcribed it with all its Cir- 
im ſtances; but unleſs * were aſſured 
the Thing were ſo indeed, we are not hound 
to believe them; for Iaiah ſa w Seraphims 
| wich fix Wings, and Ezekiel Beaſts, with 
Aſaiab. 5 God clothed, and ſitting 

upon a. Throne; \ Ezekie/- ſaw him like 
Fire; both of. them, without daubt, ſawW 
God, but as each Was wont to imagine. 
8 preſentations. alſo vary'd,. not only in 
their Manner and Form, but in their 
Hlearneſs and Perſpicuity 5 for the Re- 
ene to -Auchary were ſo 
hed e at they could not be under - 
fte the Prephet himfelf,, without 
Exp ligation, as appears hy the Story; and 
e of Daniel, tho" explain'd, were not 
| vaderſiood by him; Which happen d not 
in teſpect of the Pifficulty of the thing 
revealed, (for it concerned humane At- 
 fairs,, Which exceed; net the Bounds, of 
humane Capacity, but oaly as; they are 
future) but becauſe, Daniel was: net W 
Well able. 25 propheſy; Waking as in his 
2135 which e by bis Being aa 
rify 
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Tify'd in the Beginning of the Revelati- 
on, that he was ſcarce able to tand 
and therefore, through Weakneſs of Ima-· 
gination, or want of Strength, Things 
were fo obſcurely repreſented to Him, 
that he cou d not underſtand them, tho 
they were expounded. And here ir is to 
be obferved, that the Words which DO. 
nie heard, were only imagigary; and 
therefore being at that Time ſo much 
troubled, it is not ſtrange that he coud 
underſtand nothing by Words, Which he 
ſo confuſedly and obſcurely imagiged. 
_ Thofe Things therefore remained obſoute, 
becauſe at that Time there was no Man 
found, who fo much excelled in the 
Strength and Power of Imagination, as 
to have à clearer Revelation made to 
him. There is no need of being larger 
upon this Head; for nothing is more ma- 
nifeſt in Scriprure, than that God did be- 
ftow upon ſome Prophets a much great- 
er Portion of the Gift of Prophecy than 
he did upon others. And it is likewife 
farther plain, that Prophecy and Re- 
pteſentations differ'd according to the 
Opinions which the Prophets maintain d; 
and that Prophets were prejudiced With 
different, nay contrary: Opinions; and 
that Propheey never left the - Prophets 
more learned, but in the Op. ions 
þ G 2 Where-⸗ 


* 


n 


2 wherewith ; they Were prepoſſeſs d; 
and for that Reaſon, in Things meerly 
ſpeculative, no Man is obliged. to believe 


© Many have perſwaded themſelves, that 
the Prophets knew all Things within the 
compaſs of humane Underſtanding; and 
tho' there are ſeveral Places in Scripture 
that are entirely againſt this Opinion, yet 


they are rather willing to | confeſs they 
do not underſtand them, than own the 


Prophets were ignorant of any dug or 
elſe they endeavour ſo to wreſt the Text, 
that they would have it ſay that which 


it does not mean. 


But if either of theſe be lawful, thoſe 


Things which are moſt clear in Scripture 


are either to be reckoned among thoſe 


Which are obſcure and unintelligible, or 
elſe to be interpreted as we pleaſe; ſo that 


it will be impoſſible to prove any thing by 


it: For Example, nothing is more plain, 


than that Jaſbua, and he perhaps who 


wrote the Book of Joſhaa, did believe 
that the Sun moved about the Earth; 


that the Earth had no Motion, and that 
the Sun for ſome Time ſtood ſtill Yet 


many, becauſe they will not allow of 


any Mutations in the Heavens ſo expound 


that Place, that it ſhall not ſeem to in- 
tend any ſuch thing; but others, Who 


think 


(45) 
think themſelves better Philoſophers, be- 
cauſe they believe the Motion of the 
Earth round the Sun, do endeavour, all 
that they are able, to wreſt- the Proof 
of their Opinion out of the ſame Scrip- 
ture, againſt the plain Meaning of it's 
Words. Is any Man obliged to believe 
that Joſbaz, a Soldier, was perfectly skilld 
in Aſtronomy; or that the Light of the 
Sun cou'd not remain longer above the 
Forizon, than ordinary, unleſs Joſbaz un- 
derſtood the Cauſe thereof? Both ſeem 
to me ridiculous; and I had rather plain- 
ly ſay, that Joſhua did not know: the true 
Cauſe of that continuing Light, and that 
all the Army with him did think, that 
the Sun had a diurnal Motion about the 
Earth, and chat its ſtanding ſtill that par- 
ticular Day, was the true Cauſe of its 
longer ſhining; but did not underſtand that 
the great Abundance of Hail, which the 
x1th Verſe of the roth Chapter of Jaſbaa 
ſays, was then in the Region of the Air, 
might cauſe a greater Refraction of Light 
than ordinary, or ſome other Thing of 
the like Nature, which is not our Buſineſs 
here to enquire, : «3+ 135 ; 04 2 19 10 | 
Thus the Drowning of all »Mankind 
was reveaPd, to Woah, according to his 
Capacity; for he thought ne Part of the 
World was inhabited but Paleſtine; * 
ED Ow" SO wes the 


o 
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the Prophets, without any prejudice to 


their Piety, might be, nay were ignorant 
not only of Things of this N ature, hut a 
ſo of Matters of greater Conſequence for 
they diſcover d very little of the Divine 
Attributes, but ha mean and vulgar O. 
pinions of God; to which their Revelati- 
ons were accommodated; ſo that we may 
plainly fee they were got ſo much com- 
mended for the Excellency and Sublimity 
of theit Knowledge, as for their Tiety, 
and Conſtancy of Mind, - © 
Adam knew no other Attribute of God, 
than that he was the Maker of all Things. 
- God was feveal'd to Cain, according to his 
Capacity, that is, as one ignorant of Hu- 
mane Actions; nor did he need any high- 
er Knowledge o of God to repent of TY 
Sin. 
Io Laban, God revealed Bimſelf 1 the 
God of Abr aham, becauſe Laban believed 
every Nation had a peculiar God. Abr. 
bam was ignorant of God's Ubiquity and 
Preſcience; for as ſoon as Baleal the Sen - 


ttence againſt Sodom, he pray d God that 


he vwoùd not execute it, till be knew 
whether all deſerved the Puniſhment; 
nor was God otherwiſe reveal'd to him; 
for in Alrabam s Imagination, God ſaid, 
I will go 'down nom and ſee whether the Ave 
Een OAT" to the Cry 9 i, which is 


COME 


Ng” 


ix 0 by him; and therefore 
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rome unto me ; and if not I will know, Gen! 
chap. 18. verſ. 21. Moſes did not "know 
that God was omniſcient, and that Hu- 


mane Actions were governed by his De- 


crees; for tho God told him, Exod. chap: 


J. v. 8. that the Iſraelites wou'd hearken 


to his Voice; yet Moſes doubted, and faid- 
in the rf Verſe of the 4th Chapter, What 
if | they will not believe me, nor bearken to 
wy. Voice ?' And therefore God was reveal- 


4 to him as indifferent; and ignorant of 
Mens future Actions ; and indeed Moſes 


has declared no more of the Nature of 
God, than that he was very merciful, 
kind, and very jealous; as appears in ma- 
ny Places of the Pontat euch: He believed, 


not that he thought bebolding him was 
im it ſelf inpoſſible. 
Another of the Dodtrines of Moſes was, 


that this Being, out of a Chaos, brought this 
viſible Worl into Form and Order; that 


he furniſhed Nature with the Seeds of 
all things; and therefore hath abſolute 
Power and Authority over all Things: 
And by that abſolute Power choſe the 


| Jewiſh Nation for himfelf, and appointed 


a particular Place of the Earth for their 
Habitation: But other Nations and 7 2 
tries, he left to the Cars of other G = 


and taught alſo, that he was inviſible; : 
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__ was called the God of Iſrael, and the God: 
of Jeraſalem; and other Gods were called 
the Gods of the Nationmmn . 
Ni.o , if we carefully obſerve the Re- 
velations of Moſes, we ſhall find them 
| ſuited and fitted to thoſe Conceptions and 
Opinions he had of God: And in Excdgt, 
we read, that Moſes deſired to ſee God; 
but becauſe Moſes, as hath been already 
ſaid, had formed, in his Imagination, no 
Figure or Likeneſs of God, and as God 
was not revealed to the Prophets, but ac- 
cording to the Diſpoſition of their Fancy 
aud Imagination, therefore God appeared 
to him under no Image or Similitude; 
and the Reaſon of it was, becauſe twas 
repugoant, and contrary to the Imagina- 
tion of Moſes. The Iſraelites knew very 
little of God, tho“ he was revealed to 
them, as was ſufficiently manifeſted by 
their beſtow ing on a Calf the Honour and 
Worſhip' due to God, and by ſaying to 
that Calf, Theſe are thy Gods, O Iſrael; that 
brought - thee. out | of the Land of Egypt. 
 Noris'it to be believ'd, that Men accu- 
ſtomꝭd to the Superſtitions of Egypt, igno- 
rant, and broken to the Yoke of a tedi- 
ous Bondage, ſhould have any right Un- 
derſtanding of God, or that Moſes ſhou d 
teach them any thing more than a pecu- 
liar Manner and Way of 


living; not in- 
TY, | ſtructing 


„ 
ſtructing them as a Philoſopher, to mae 

living well their free and voluntary Choice, 
but as a Legiſlator, compelling them by 
the Commands and Power of Law; ſo 

that a good Life, the Love and Service ol 

_ God, Waka to them rather Servitude than 
true Liberty, or the Grace and Giſt of 
God; for Moſes: commanded them to love 
God, and keep his Law; that they might 
acknowledge their Deliverance out of E- 
Dt, to be by God, he tertify'd them with 
Threatnings in caſe. they tranſgreſs d it, 
and promi d them — if they 
carefully obfery'd it: So that he dealt Wide 
the Jeradiths as Parents uſe to do -h 
their Children; which is an Evidence, 
that they were ignorant. of the Rxcelleney 
of Virtue, and of the Nature and Rea- 
lity of Happineſs. Joh, thought he 
cou'd fly from the Preſence of God. which 
imply'd, :that:/healſo;believ'd God: had 
ſubſtituted 'orher. Powers to take care of 
thoſe Countries and Nations which were 
not within the Territories af Fades. Im 
all the 0/4. Teſtament, We read of no Per- 
ſon who ſpoke ſo rationally of God as So- 
lomin; who for Natural Kuowledge ex- 
celled all the Men of his Time; and 
therefore thaugbt himſelf above the Law, 
(Which was only to thoſe, Who 
Wer ws — ol Reaſon and — 
90 rura 


3 condealedd it, if a certain Perſon calbd Ha- 


f ter of Nang, v. 18. Samael bel 
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ata Underftandiig) aud flighted:the Ob- 
ſervauce of thoſe Laws which particular - 
I concerned him, as he was: King; and 
confifted in three Patticulars,: as may be 
feen, Deatt chap. 17. v. 16, 1 But to 
return to the Prophets: The Rabbins, who 
have left us the Books of the Prophets, 
no extantꝭ fbund the Opinions of Exetiel 
ſo contrary to thoſe of Acer, that they 
Were near reſolving not to receive the 
Book of Eee for Canonical, and had 


nun had not undertaken to expound it; 
ſo that tis not terrain! Whether it were 
4 Commentary he wrote, and was per- 
huaps loſt, or chat he changed — TOA 
on Eaetiehs Words aud Di ac. 
eording ro his own''Fancy'; However it 
wis,' the 15th Chapter A Kere! doth 
not ſeem to agree with the gyrh Chapter 
Af Had, v. ——ů dq Chap - 
Rl 
when God had 'decreed any thing, he 
mever repeuted or changed that Decree, 
1ſt Book of Sam, Chap. x 4. verſ. 29. 
When Saul repented of his Sin, and de- 
ſtred to worſhip God, Sammel told him 
Sod wou'd not change His Dectee; but 
the contrary was tevtaled to 1 Fereominh : 
For, whenever God decreed God or E- 
vil to any Natitn, . 
| Ai a 85 | | f Set- 


ne 
better or worſe; before the Execution 
the Sentence, God did ageordingly. alter 
Prophet Joel believed God repeated of tis 
Bril which he at any Eime deer erd, Foe!, 
5 chap. 2. verſ. 13 In the jth Chapter pf I 
Geneſis, verſ. 7. it clearly appears it is in 
Mans roy red e 8 _- 95 2 in 
tions, aud ta live well, byywhat! 4 
to Cæin ; Who, notwithſtanding. a e 
Bd! in Scripture and Joſp bus neuer ſub: 
dued his Paſſions. By tha fete cited Terr 
in Jeremy, we may conelude, that Gad 
changes his Furpoſe of doiag \aither. Good 
or. 3 according e pa 
wicked | y 1 et on e contre, ge 
tcacheg een ee eee Har 
Men havt no oer :OQVCgi$rh J&Ives, | a> 
_ gainſt the] Temptations and Euſts of;ghe 
_Bleſh, but by the partiamlar Mercy:iapd 
dull Chapter of che Ramada nnd in the- gd 
__ Chapter, verſo d, whers asting whether 
God be unigbicous in raking Yieageance, 
hsc correſts umſelf in ſpeaking after rhar 
manner dike a Man. e bas 1072 02 
1 | what has been laid, we May ca- 
ly ſee, thai the Prophets might be, and 
wert indeed ignorant of Tbisgs meerly 
| | ; that they were Ad of: very 
3 and. conſequently: in 


the 


* 


AD - 
the Knowleds e of Natural and Spiritual 
Things, we aro: riot to rely and ground 
our: Faith upon them, but Ser . our 
Reaſon and Conſcience diftate : 
ed Nor were the Jem ſoperidur 10 ber 
Nations, in thoſe Things wherein the 

Happineſs of Man's Life conliſts; for in 
reſpect of Eaouled and Virtue, which 
is true Happin was — graci- 
ens to all Men, as is evident in Scrip- 
rüre ; for the Pſalmiſt ſays, the 4 tl F 
verl. 18. The Lard in wur ante all them 
' that cal ee i Trurb; alſo v. gf Ie 
Lord is god te all, and lar rumd Mercier 
e 1 lit Nur. Pfab ; 37 v. 1 5. le 
faſhions' Mens Hearts' ike: The 2 
of which Expreſſion is, that God gives to 


all Mankind abe . Iatellect 3 for 4- 


mong the Jem the Heart was believed to 
be tlie Sear of che Sonl and Underſtand- 
ing. It appears, Job, Ohap. 28. v.28. that 
the Taw preſcribed by God, to all Man- 
kind, was tb fear the Lord and depart 
vin: Evil and:to do well; and therefore 
Job, the? à Genie, was very 2 acceptable 
to God, and excelled in * andiPic- 
ty: We chen conclude, that euery 
ticular Jen, conſiderd as à Perfon::our of 
that Common-wealth and Government, 
had no Giſt of God above other Men, 
bor. was 8 between a 

| * : Jew 


par- 


] 


. U 


* 


: , * 
% * WR 
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Jem and a Gentile. And farther; if God be 
ce qually good and gracious to all Men, and 
that the Duty and Office of a Prophet was 
not ſo much to inſtruct Men in the particu- 
6 r to teach them 
the Way to good and virtuous Living; 
there is no doubt but all Nations had 
their Prophets, and that the Gift of Pro- 
phecy was not peculiar to the Fews, which 
is prov'd by prof ane as: well as ſacred 


Hiſtory. iv ei ain s e 
Though ia the ſacred Hiſtories of the 


chat r Nations. It is enough, that 
in Teſtament, we find that Gentiles 
and Men uncircumcis d, as Noah, Enoch, 
Abimelech, and Halaam, did propheſy; and 
that alſo the Jewiſh Prophets did not on- 
I. propheſ to their own People, but to 
ther, Nations Jdikewiſe./ Ezeke/-prophe- 
d to all che Nations known in his Time; 
and Obadieh; for: ovght we know, to none 
. :þut the Edomires,: . Jonah, Was a Prophet, 
Chiefly to the VMinevites. '-1/arch. did-;,not 
only lament and foretell the: Calamities, 
and propheſy the Reſtauration of the Jews, 
3 6-7 bur 


| vealed what ow 4 bett other — 4 


\ 


ug Hüih, God by "Sacrifice and Oblations; 


ef God; al which is very wort of 
our Obſervation.” N or was 
A Prophet to the Jews, but Was in exp 
Terms called the P 
Je. chap. 1. v. 5. Beet thou'tameſt forth 
ont of the Womb; I ſanttified' thee; and I or- 

__  darned thee & Prophet 


pProphetically bewailed and foretold che 
. Sa e on Nase He ſays, 


28 Well ie 


bye ut e 


( 


but alſo of other Nations; for he ſaith, 
Chap. 16. v. 9. T bergfor⸗ Iwill bewail with 
the weeping of Jazer. In Chap. 19. he firſt 
foretells the Ca imities, and after the Re- 
ſtauration of the Eg) 01. this phie tells them 
God word ſend them a Seaview, and 
wou'd deliver: them; that God woud be 
known to them, And that they ſhou'd 


he Fair Egypt the bleſſed Peo 


Jeremias nl 


Proptiet:of che Nations, 


unto the Nations he 


e will 7 1 


iy e hr ade fo 
ttells the Reftovation tad Rejp thkns *. 


dmoniter, and Elimite," Withour Os 


mentions'only Baelaam, to hem 


well as the 


e a0 


yet We are not te be- 
R never” pt pheſy'd, il 


\ 
} 


„ tho the Scr ture © 
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he was ſent for by Balach; it appears by 
the Story that he was famaus for Pro. 
„and other Divine Endowments; 
TT for Baleck ſaid to him, 1/know/hewbom thin 
VUluſſeſt is bleſs d, and he whom: thou curſeſt is 
N ; ſo that he had the ſame Power and 
toe, which! God, Gen, chap. z. v. 3. 
ftow'd upon braham. Balaam alſo an- 
r Bates eſſenger, as one accu- 
d to Prophecy; for he bid them ſtay 
all Night till the Word of God was re- 
vtaled to him. When he propheſy d, or 
made known what. was truly the Mind 
and Will of God, he us'd v0 ſay theſe 
Words, Hie hath ſaid who beard the Mord of 
God, hd knew. o Knowledge: of the moſt 
High, -who ſaw the Viſion of the ed Us 
: Kae into 4 Trance, but bs 
/ Laſtly; after: he had, bs Gods 
Command, bleſs'd the Ijr aelites; he began 
as he was wont to propheſ of other Na. 
tions, foretelling what ſhoi d happen to 
them in Time to come; all which fully 
proves, that he had beth always 'a — 
phet, or had often propheſyd; and what 
is further to be obſerv'd, that he like. 
wiſe had that which made the P | 
certain f the Truth of. _ Prophecy, an 
- honeſt and good Mind. A ir 
As for God's: being e avith him, Tt 
er mort than happend to * 
* 7 Dole Wwnen 


S—__ g 
— —uy * 
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| when by God's Command: he went into 
Egopt, Exod. Chap. 4. v. 24. Where it is 
ſald, the Lordi met him and ſoug hi to kill him. 
His taking Money to propheſy was no 
more than was done by Samuel, Iſt Book tf 
Sam. chap. 9. v. 7, 8. Certainly the Prayers | 
of Balaum were very prevalent; ſeeing tis 
ſo oſten recorded in Scripture, that for a 
Teſtimony of God's Mercy to the ſaelites, 
he refuſed to hear Balaam, and turned his 
Ceurſes into 4 Bleſſing; ſo that without 
Queſtion he was a Perſon very acceptable 
to God, who never is moved with the 
Prayers or Curſes of wicked Men. Seeing 
therefore Baluam was 4 e ra het, ant | 
that notwithſtanding Jaſbua calls him a | 
South ſayer, yet that Name was ſometimes 
taken in a good Senſe; and thoſe that the 
Gentiles called Augurs or Ditiiners, were 
true Prophets; and thoſe that the Scrip- 
ture condemus for falſe: Diviners were t A 
that deceived the Nations, as the falſe Pro- 
phets did the Jems; which plaioly appears 
out of other Places of Stripture; we 
therefore conclude, that the Gift of Pro- 
phecy was not peculiar tothe Jews,” but 


„common to all Nations. | 
= No if we carefully conſider the Doc- 
trine which St. Paal chiefly deſigu d to 
maintain, we ſhall find that he is perfeQ- . 
ly of the Opinion, that God was not ang 
N 8 revealed 


- LR 


(6857 %% 8 
revealed to the Jews ; for he ſays, verſ. 29. 
of Chap. 3d. Is he the God of the Jews only, 
ti he not alſo of the Gentiles? and Chap. 2. 

v. 2 5, 26. he ſays, if the Circumcis d breat 
the Law, Circumciſion is made Uncircumci- 
ſion; and if the Unt ircumcisd keep the Righte. 
ouſueſt of the Lam, ſhall not his Uncircams 
cifion be counted for Circumciſiun? Tis evi- 
dent then, that the Law was abſolutely 
revealed to all Mankind, (under whic 
all Men lived;) that ani verſal Law, which 

obliges all Men to live à virtuous and 
good Life; and not that particular Law, 
which was ordaind for the Conſtitution 
and Advantage of any ſingle Government, 
and was ſuited to the Diſpoſition of only 
one particular/People. 7G ve 
But having ſaid enough on this Head, 
1 purpoſe now to treat of Ceremonies, 
and the Belief of Scripture Hiſtories: And 
here I think it is manifeſt, that ſince the 
Divine Law, which makes Men happy, 
and teaches the right Way of Living, is 
univerſal to all Mankind, and ſo: derived 
from Humane Nature, that it appears to 
be born with us, and as it were engraven 
on our Hearts and Minds; at leaft thoſe 

CTeremonies, which we find in the O4 

- Teſtament; and were only inſtituted for the 

Jems, and ſo fitted to their Government, 

that for the moſt part they might be ob- 
RE 1 55 ſer ved 
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ſerved in their. publick Aſſemblies (tho? 


not by-ev'ry individual Perſon) did not 


+ belong to the Divine Law, nor contribu- 
ted any thing to the making Men the 


more happy or virtuous, but concerned 
only the Election of the Jews, the tempo- 


ral Happineſs of the Body, and Peace of 
their Government; and conſequently ” 
cou'd be of ren Uſe thin while their 


Goveramient laſted: If thoſe Ceremonies 
in the Old Teftament had any relation to 
God's Law, it was only becauſe they were 
inſtituted by Revelation, or upon reveal- 
ed Principles; and I will ſhew from Scrip- 
3 upon what Account, and in what 
ner, Ceremonies were uſeful to the 


foviſh Common-wealth.' 


The Prophet Iſaiah very-plainly declarts 
 tharby the Divine Law is meant that U- 


ward Law, which conſiſts in living up- 5 


rightly, not in Ceremonies; he calls 


tells them that God hated their Sacrifices 
and Oblations, their New Moons, their 
Fea and their Sabbaths, and hor the 
Law it ſelf Was 

Particulars; namely, im am upright Heart, 

in Virtue, and relieving the Oppre esd; 


and no leſs clear is what David ſays in ide | 
Nane — verſ. W » Sauriſiet and Offer- 


181 


ng 


Rabliſhment and Pretctvadion: of the : 


upon 
the People to hear the Law of God, but 


comprehended in a fe 


' #6 2. ., e. 
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ing thou didſt not deſfre, mint Ears haſt thou 
opened; Burnt-offerings and Sin-oferings baſs 
thou not required I delight to do thy Will, O 
1 God, for thy. Lam is within my. Heart: 
Here David calls that the Law of God, 
Which is written in his Heart, or inward 
Parts, ſeparated ſrom Ceremonies; which 
not being in their own Nature good, are 
not written in our Minds. And that Ce- 
tremonies conduce not to our true Happi- 
neſs, but; ref} pect only the [Temporary 
Proſperity of Government, appears like- 
wiſe by the Scripture, which-for the Ob- 
ſexvation of Ceremonies, promis'd only 
badily Benefits; but for keeping the Uni- 
verſal Divine Law, true Felicity. In the 
Books commonly call'd The Five Books: f 
Maſes, nothing is promis d but temporal 
Proſperityʒ namely Honour, Fame, Vic- 
tory, Riches, Pleaſures and Health; and 
thoꝰ in thoſe Five Books are contain'd, 
beſide Ceremonies, many Things that are 
moral, yet they are not there contain d 
.as Moral Doctrines and Univerſal Inſtruc- 
tlons, common to all, but as Commands 
and Precepts fitted to the particular Ca- 
pacity and Genius of the Jewiſh Nation, 
and ſuch as concerned the proſperous State 
of that Government ; for Moſes. did not 
teach the Jews ASA Doctor and Prophet, 
but commanded them as a Law-giver and 
1990 I 2 2 
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Prinee, that they ſhou'd not kill or ſteal; 


nor does he prove this as a Doctrine, by 
Reaſon, but to his Commands adds Pu- 


_ . *niſhments, which according to the Diſpo- 


fition of every Nation, as we find by Ex- 


perience, may, and ought to vary: The 


mmandment of not committing Adal- 


tery, reſpected only the Proſperity of the 
Common-wealth, and its Government; 


for had it been a Moral Doctrine, which 
concerned the Peace of the Mind, as well 


as of the Common. wealth, and every par- 


ticular Mans true Felicity, it wou'd have 
as much condemn'd the inward Concupi- 


ſence of the Heart, as the out ward AQ of 
Luſt, as our Saviour did, Mat. chap. 5. 
verſ. 28. whoſe Doctrines were univerſal, 


and therefore the Rewards which he pro- 


mis d were ſpiritual and not corporal; for 


'Chriff was ſent not to ordain Laws and 


eſtabliſh Government, but only to preach 


and teach the "Univerſal Divine Law: 


And hereby we underſtand Chriſt did not 

 _ -abrogate the Law of Moſes, ſeeing he in- 
troducd no new Laws into the | Jewiſh 
Common- wealth, but preached only Mo- 
ral Doctrine, which he diſtinguiſn'd from 
the Laws of the Common. wealth, becauſe 
the Phariſees were ſo ignorant that they 
thought every one lived righteouſſy who 
kept the Law of Moſes, which (as has 


been 


0 61 

een rad ſaid) concerned only chat 
| Common-wealth,a nd ſervꝰd rather tocoms 
pel than inſtruct the Jews: There are o- 
ther Places of Scripture, which for the 
Obſervance of Ceremonies, promiſe no- 
thing but bodily Benefits; but for the 
keeping of the Vaiverſal. Divine Law, 
true Beatitude. 

Ig this point, none of. all the Prophets 
ſpeaks' ſo plainly as 1/aiab, chap. 58. for af- 
ter condemning Hypocriſy, and commend- 
iog Liberty and Charity towards them- 
ſelves and their Neighbours). which are 
Virtues dictated to us by the Univerſal 


Divine Law, he ſays, verſe 8. Then ſhall 


th Light break oat as the Morning, and thy 
Wealth ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy Righte- 
Onſneſs ſhall go before these; the Glory of tbe 
Lord ſball ba th Reward: Afterwards he 
recommends to them the keeping of the 
Sabbath; and for their Care in obſerving 
it, he promiſes, verſe 24, T hes (balt thou” 
lets 10 ſelf in the Lord, and I mill cauſe 
| Fhee to ride upon the high: Place of the Earth, 
aud feed thee. with the 2 Jacob % 
Father, for (the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpos» 
ten it; by which we plainly ſee, that the 
| Prophet promis d, to the Practice of the 
Divine Natural Law, a ſpiritual Reward, 
a ſound Mind in a healthful Body, and 
; the a of God after Death; but to the 
8 op 9 | 


(62) 
Glifervatiod of Ceremonies, nothing but 
the proſperous Continuance of — Go. 
vernment, and bodily Happineſs; In the 
a a4th and 2 5th Pſalms, no mention is made 
of Ceremonies, but only of Moral Duties, 
becauſe thoſe Pſalms treat of nothing but 
true Happineſs and Beatuude, tho ; 
bolically propounded ; for *riscertain that 
God's Holy Hill, his Tabernacle, ànd 
dwelling in them, with other Bleſſings 
mention'd there, cou'd not literally ſigni- 
fy the Mountain of Jeruſalem; or the Fai 
 bernacle of Moſes; for they were inhabited 
by none but the: Tribe of Li, „ho mi- 
naiſtred in the IT Loa and Temple. 
e all the Sayings of Solomon, Con- 
the (Excellency of Wiſdom and 
owledge;promiſetrue Helicity, becauſe 
they — 220 know and ſear God: That 
the Jen, after the Deſtruction of theirGo- 
vernment, were not bound to the 
vation and Practice of Ceremonies; . 
dent by the Prophet Jeremy, WhO forgtel | 
ing the approaching Deſtruction of the 
City of Jeruſalem, chap. 9. vg, 24. de. 
 elares; that none are acceptable to G 
but they who know him, and underſtand 
that he ths Loving-Kindnefs, Judg- 
ment and Righteouſneſs in the Darth, and 


that he will delight in none but thoſe who 
5 wy 8 of theſe Things; * 
. the 


* 


« n * 
7 .< 3 | 
* : N * ; 
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the Prophet had ſaid, that aſter the De. 
ſtruction of the City, God would for the 
future require nothing elſe of the ems, but 
the Obſervation of the Natural Law, ob- 
tigatory to all Mankind. The New Te. 
mont likewiſe proves the ſame thing, fot 
it teaches only Moral DoQtines, and pro- 
miſes, to the Practice of them, the King- 
r 
_ - The Apoſtles, after the Goſpel began to 
be preach'd'to Nations, that were not ob- 
lip?d to the Laws of the Jewiſh'Commion- 
wealth, entirely left off Ceremonies; and 
if the Phariſees, after the Deſttuction of 
their Govermnent, retained any, or the 


- 


greateſt Part of them, it was more to op- 
poſe the Chriſtians than to 'pleafe God; 
for after the Sacking of the City, when 


lon, and were not (for ought we know) 
divided into Sects, they preſently neglecC- 


ted Ceremonies, bid fare wel to the whole 
Law of Moſes, forgot even the Laws of 


their own Country, as ſuperfluous,” and 
mixed themſel ves with the” reſt of the 
Lations, as appears out of Eſdra, and 


Nehemiah: Therefore, without doubt, the 
Jews, after their Government was diffol- 
ved; were no more bound by the Law of 


Moſes, than they were before they became 
aCommon-wealth ; for while they lived 


yub 


among 
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CY .-. 
among other Nations, before their going 
out of Egypr, they had no peculiar Law, 
nor were -oblig'd to any but the Natural 
Law, obſerving. alſo the Laws of the 
Country and Nation where they lived, 
Which were not repugnant to the Divine 
Natural Law; and tho' the Patriatchs of- 

fer'd Sacrifices to God, it was not that 
they were commanded ſo to do by any 
Divine Precept, or inſtructed by the Uni- 
ver ſal Law of Nature, but only becauſe 
it had been a Cuſtom from the Time of 
Enoch, to offer Sacrifices to incite and teſti- 
fy their Devotion. The End and Deſign 
then of Ceremonies among the ems (who 
being a ſtupid People, and depraved in 
their Underſtanding, were unfit to make 
good and prudent Laws, or to govern 
themſelves by their own democratical Au- 
thority) was, that they might do no- 
thing by their own. Will and Determina- 
tion, but only by the Command of ano- 
ther, and that by continual Action and 
Meditation, they might confeſs they were 
not in the leaſt Maſters of themſelves. By 
all which it is evident, that Ceremonies 
conduce nothing to true Felicity; and 
that thoſe of the 0/4 Teſtament, nay the 
whole Law of Moſes, concerned only the 
Government of the Jems, and conſequent- 
ly had reſpect to nothing more nr 
einne N | . 


* 


CP) ; 
dily Conveniencies: As for Chriſtian Ce- 
remonies, namely, Baptiſm, the Lord's Sup- 
per, Holy-Days, Pablick Forms of Prayer, 

or any others common to Chriſtianity, if 
they were ever inſtituted by Chriſt and 
his A poſtles, (which does not clearly ap- 
pear) they were only appointed as Marles or 
Signs of the Univerſal Church, but not 

as Things that contain any Sanctity in 
themſelves, or contribute any thing to e- 
ternal Happineſs; and therefore being or- 

dain'd, not in Reference to Government, 
but only in reſpect to mutual Society, he 
who lives alone, or he who lives in a Go- 
vernment where the Chriſtian Religion is 

forbidden, is not obliged to the Obſerva- 
tion of theſe Ceremonies, and yet may 
live happily; an Example whereof we 
N have in the Kingdom of Japas, where the 
Hollanders, by the Command of their Eaſt- 
India Company, abſtain from all out ward 
Worſhip ; and that their doing fo is juſti- 
fiable, I think is not difficult to prove 
from the fundamental Principles of the 
New Teſtament. | | EF 
. Thus far of Ceremonies : I ſhall now 
ſay ſomething of Miracles, which are, to 
the generality of Mankind, a clearer Proof 
of the Power and Providence of God, 
than all the Works of Nature beſide; who 
by taking away Natural Cauſes, and 
Drs 1 imagining 


/ 


_ imagining Things out of the Order of 
Nature, think God is moſt ador'd, when 

all Things are immediately referr'd to his 
Will, and that his Power is at no Time 
ſo wonderful, as when ,according to their 
Fancy, it conquers and ſubdues the Pow- 

er of Nature; but to ſhew that they have 

- nojuft or right Conception of God or 
$95 his Works, 1 {hall prove, I/, That nothin ' 
can happen contrary to Nature, whoſe 
Order and Courſe is eternal, conſtant, and 
immutable; and (hall likewiſe explain what 
a Miracle is. 2d. That we cannot know the 
Eſſence, Exiſtence, nor conſequently the Pro- 
vidence of God, by Miracles, but that they 
more manifeſtly appea in the regular and 


unchangeable Order of Nature. 3d. That 


the Seripture it ſel, by the Decrees, Pur- 


poſes, and Providence of God, means no- 
thing but chat regular Courſe of Nature, 
which neceſſarily follows from its eternal 
Laws; and, laſtly, how Scripture Miracles 
are to be interpreted, and what we are 
principally to obſerve in the Relations we 
have of Miracles. . 


IA᷑ be firſt Particular is proved thus; 


namely, that whatſoever God Wills and 
Decrees, implies eternal Verity and Ne- 
ceſſity; for the Knowledge of God is not 
diſtinguiſh'd from his Will; and we fay 
nl . an 


* 


C@)} 
and name any thing, becauſe by the 
ſame Neceſſity derived from the Nature 
and Perfection of God, whereby he knows 
any thing to be what it is, by the 
ſame Neceſſity muſt God will that: 
Thing to be what it is: But ſince no- 
thing is neceſſarily true, hut what is ſo 
by the Will and Decree of God, it clear- 
ly follows, that the Univerſal Laws of 
Nature are the very Ordinances of God, 
which flow from the Neceſſity and Per- 
feQtion of his Divine Nature; whatever 
therefore comes to paſs in Nature, which 
is repugnant to its Univerſal Laws, that 
muſt neceſſarily be contrary to the De- 
cree and Knowledge of the Divine Na- 
ture: Or, ſhouꝰd any one conclude, that 
God does any thing againſt the Laws of 
Nature, he likewiſe muſt grant, that God 
acts contrary to his own. Nature, Which 
is the greateſt of Abſurdities. As therefore 
nothing happens in Nature contrary to its 
Univerſal Laws, fo neither does any 
thing happen which does not agree with 
and follow from them, for whatever is 
done, is done by the Will and eternal De- 
N cree of God, (that is) according to Laws 
and Rules Which imply eternal Verity 
and Neceſſity; and therefore, though the 
Laws in which are contain d eternal Ve- 
rity and Neceſſity, be not known to us, 
yet Nature always obſerves them, and 
a C111; ors 
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conſequently keeps her conſtant and un- 
changeable Courſe : No rational Man 
Can believe the Power and Virtue of Na- 
ture to be limited, and its Laws conkin'd: 
to ſome particular Operations and Effects, 
and nor fitted univerſally to all; for ſince 
the Power and Virtue of Nature is the 
very Virtue and Power of God, we ought 
0 to believe the Power of Nature infinite, 
and the Laws of Nature ſo general. that 
they extend themſelves to all Things 
which fall under the Comprehenſion of. 
the Divine Knowledge ; otherwiſe it muſt. 
be granted, that God created Nature ſo 
weak and impotent, and its Laws and 
Rules ſo defective, that to preſerve and 
maintain Nature, he muſt, upon every 
new Occaſion, aſſiſt and ſuccour it, that 
Things may fall out according to his Will; 
which is very irrational to ſuppoſe. If 
then nothing happens in Nature, which 
does not follow from its Laws and Rules, 
if its Laws are extended to all Things 
within the compaſs of Divine Knowledge, 
and if Nature keeps a fix'd immutable. 
and regular Courſe; it is manifeſt, that 
Whatever Men call a Miracle, is only ſo 
in reſpect of their Opinions, and ſignifies 
nothing elſe but ſome Work or Thing 
done, of which we cannot diſcover the 
Natural Cauſe by an Example of any 
Thing that ordinarily happens like it, at 


leaſt 


. * 
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leaſt the Per ſon cannot, who relates or re. 
cords the Miracle. I might call that a 
Miracle, whoſe Cauſe cannot be made out 
from any Natural Principle known by the 
Light of Nature; but becauſe Miracles 
were wrought according to the Capacity 
of the Vulgar, who knew not the Prin- 
ciples of Natural Things; it is certain, 
that the Ancients eſteem'd that a Miracle 
which they cou'd not explain, as the com- 
mon People uſe to do Natural Things, 
namely, by recurring to their Memory for 
bringing to Mind fome other Thing of 
the like kind, which they did not admire; 
for the common People imagine they un- 
derſtand a thing very well, when they do 
not admire it. By this Rule, and no other, 
Men in old and later Times have judged 
of Miracles; and it is not to be doubted, 
many Things are related in Scripture as 
Miracles, whoſe Cauſes might have been 
made maniſeſt from the known Principles 
of Natural Things; as has been obſerv'd 
where we ſpoke of the Sun's ſtanding ill 
in the Time of 7oſbaa, and its going back- 
ward in the Time of Hezekiah on the Di · 
I ſball now proceed to prove the ſecond 
Particular, namely, that we cannot by 
iracles underſtand the Eſſence, Exiſt- 
ence, or Providence of God, but that they 
na | Are 


0) 

are more clearly apprehended by us in the 
fix d and immutable Order of Nature; for 
if the Exiſtence of God be not of it ſelf 
known to us, it muſt then be made out 
and concluded from Notions, whoſe Ve- 
rity is ſo firm and unſhaken, that there 
cannot be a Power by which thoſe No- 
tions may be changed, at leaſt they 
ought to appear ſo to us at that Time, 
when from them we conclude the Exiſt- 
ence of God, if we will have that Exiſt- 
ence to be indubitable. For cou'd we think 
thoſe Notions mutable by any Power, 
Whatever it be, then might we doubt of 
the Truth of thoſe Notions, and conſe- 
quently of our Concluſion, namely, God's 
Exiſtence; nor cou d we be certain of any 

: thing. And ſeeing we cannot know what 
is congruous or contrary to Nature, but 
that which we prove to be congruous or 
contrary to thoſe prime Notions; if we 
couꝰd conceive any thing in Nature to be 
done by any other Power whatever, con- 
trary to Nature, that muſt alſo be contra - 
ry to thoſe firſt Notions, and fo be re- 
jected as abſurd, and againſt Reaſon, or 
elſe we muſt doubt of our prime Notions, 
| - of God, and all Things 
Miracles therefore, im what manner ſo- 
ever we apprehend them, as they are un- 

7 . derſtood 


Cn. 
der ſtood to be Works contrary to the Or- 
der of Nature, are far from proving God's 
Exiſtence; they rather bring it into que- 
ſtion; for without Miracles we may be 
aſſur d of it, namely, by knowing that all 5 
Things obſerve. the certain and immuta- 
ble Order of Nature. But allowing that 
to be a Miracle which cannot be explain'd 
and made known by Natural Cauſes, we 
- ought then either to conclude: that it has 
Natural Cauſes, but ſuch as cannot be 
found out by humane Underſtanding jz or 
that it has no immediate Cauſe, except 
God or his Will. But if all things which 
are affected by Natural Cauſes, are done 
only by the Power and Will of God, we 
muſt neceſſarily at laſt come to this, that 
wWhetber a Miracle has Natural Cauſes or 
not, it is a Work which cannot be ma- 
nifeſted by a Natural Cauſe; that is, tis 
a Work which exceeds humane Capacity; 
and from a Work that exceeds humane 
Underftanding, we can underſtand and 
collect nothing; for whatever wWe clearly 
and diſtinctly underſtand, we do it by 
the Thing it ſelf, or ſome other; and that 
which is clearly and diſtinctly underſtood 
by it ſelf, ought to be perfectly known to 
us. Therefore by a Miracle, or any Work 
exceeding humane Capacity, we cannot 
| conceive God's Eſſence or Exiſtence, nor 
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can we abſolutely underſtand any thing of 


God and Nature. But, on the contrary, 

when we know all Things to be ordain'd 
and eſtabliſhd by God, andi that the O- 
perations of Nature neceſſarily flow from 


the Eſſence of God, and that the Laws of 


Nature are the eferaat Decrees and Pur- 
poſes of God, it muſt neceſſarily be con- 
cluded, that we ſo much the better know 


God and his Will, by how much the bet- 
ter we aadarſtind and know Natural 
Things; how they depend on their firſt 
Cauſe, and how they operate according to 
the eternal Laws of Nature: So that in 


reſpect of our Underſtanding, with much 
more rea ſon are thoſe Works to be callꝰd 
the Works of God and his Will, which 
we clearly and diſtinctiy underſtand, than 
thoſe of which we are totally ignorant, 
tho' they ſtrangely affect our Imagination 


and cauſe our Wonder; becauſe only theſe 


Works of Nature, which we clearly. and 


diſtinctly know, render our Knowledge 
of God more ſublime, and more evident. 


ly. declare his Will and Decrees: So that 


they do but trifle, who when they do 
not underſtand a thing, preſently refer it 


to the Will of God, and ridiculouſly be · 
tray their own. Ignorance. Moreover, 


whatever we conclude from Miracles, yet 


the Exiſtence of God cannot in any man- 


ner. 
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ner be concluded from them; for ſince a 
Miracle is a limited Work, and expreſſes 
only a certain and limited Power, we cans 
not from ſuch an Effect, conclude the Ex- 
iſtence of a Cauſe, whoſe Power is infinite 
but only of a Cauſe, whoſe Power at moſt 
is greater than that Effect; I ſay at moſt, 
becauſe from many eoncurring Cauſes, 
9 there may follow an Effect, whoſe V Sl, 5 
tue and Power” may be leſs than all the 


QAuuſes together, and yet much greater 4 
than the Power of any ode of thofe Cb: 
ſes taken ſingle; but checoats the Laws of i 
Nature extend themſelves to Things inn 
finite, being conceiv*& by us under a kind »Þ 

of Eternity and Nature, by them proceeds | 4 
ina; certain and unchangeable Courſe”  * 


|| far do choſe Laws in dome Meaſure de- 

clare to us the Rternity and Immutabili- b 
55 Cod; and therefore we conclude; 
hat neither God's Being nor Providence 
can be lenowneby Miracles, but may much 
better be caneluded from the fix d and 

_ unalterdble Courſe of Nature; © 

I ſpeak now of a Mitacle, as it tak 
an for: a Work that is above humane Ca- 
pacity, or believed to be ſo; for as it is 
ſuppoſed- to be a Work: that interrupts or 

perverts the Order of Nature, or is repug- 
nant to its Laws, it is fo far from giving us 
_ ROTO of God, that it takes away 
183 5 0 832120 that 
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that which we naturally have, and ma kes 
us doubt of God add all other Things; 
nor do I know: any difference between a 
Thing done contrary to Nature, and 
that Which is done above it, that is (as 
ſome, explain themſelves) a thing which 
is not dope contrary to the Order of Na- 
ture, but yet is not effected and producid 
Wrought ont of Nature but within the 
compals of it, tho' it be concluded to be 
above. Nature, yet it muſt neceſſarily in- 
_ terrypt its Order, Which hy the Decrees 
o God we conceiv'd to he fix d and im- 
Nutz hle; and whatever is done in Nature 
Which does not follow from the Rules of 
Nature, that muſt. neceſſarily be repug- 
nant to that Order, which God to all E. 
Nature,; and conſequently: being againſt 
Rae bring All iT Hings Into doubt, and 
gad us to Arherſm. So that by What has 
been ſaid We may conclude a Miracle, 
Whether contrary to Nature or above it, 
Nie meer Abſurdity; and that by a 
wacle nothing can be underſtood in 
18 igdeed above Humane Underſtanding, 
r at eaſt believ'd to be ſo. 


4 


9 
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Me Thall now ſhew that the Commands 
and Decrees of God, and conſequently his 


Proyidence, 


,. 


en | "— 4" 9 * 
” :\ WMA * 
Providence, are indeed nothing elſe hut 
the regular Courſe of Nature, that is, 
when the Sctipture ſays any thing Was 
done by God, or the Will of God, no- 
thing more is to be underſtood, than that | 
it was done according to the Order and "i 
Rules of Nature, and not as the commoti 2 
People imagine, that Nature was idle, ' 
|| and ceas'd from Action; or that the Or- = 
* der of Nature was for ſome Time inter- bi 
rupted, The Scripture does not give us i 
the true Knowledge of Things which do 1 
not concern its Doctrine, becauſe it meds = 
des not with demonſtrating Things b ß 
their Natural Cauſes, or with Things = 
that are meerly ſpeculative; and there- } 
fore to prove by coMequence | whit we q 
intend; we will quote ſome Scripture His 5 
ſtories, whoſe Relations are fulleſt. of Cir- 
cumſtances. In the firſt Book of Samuel, 
chap: 9. v. 15, 16; it is ſaid, that God 
told Samuel in his Ear, that he wou'd ; 
ſend Saul to him, and yet God did not 
ſend him as Men us d to ſend Meſſengers 
one to another, but this Miſſion of God 
was nothing but the Order and Courſe of 
* Nature; for Saui ſought his Father's loſt 
Aſſes, and thinking he ſhoud not find 
them, by Advice of his Father's Servant, 
he went to the Prophet Samuel to know 
if he could tell him here they were; nor 
e L 2 does 


my 
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does it appear any where in the whole 


a \ 


A 


relation, that Saul had any particular 
Command from God beſides this natu- 


24, tis ſaid, that God turn'd the Hearts 


of, the Egyptians to hate the 1/7 aelites, 
which turning was natural, as appears 
by the firſt Chapter of Exodus, where 


very good Reaſons are given for the 


Egyprians keeping the Iſraelites in Subject. 


jon. In the ↄth Chapter of Geneſis, v. 13. 


God ſays to Noah, that he wou'd ſet his 


Bow in the Cloud which Action of God; 
was nothing but the Refledion and Re- 
fraction of the Sun · Beams in the Minute 


Drops of Rain Water. Pſal.- 147. v. 18. 
the Natural Operation and Warmth of 
the Wind, by which Froſt and Snow are 
melted, is called the Word of God, and 
v. 15. the Wind is called the Command- 
ment of God. Pſa}; 104. v. 4. the Wind 
and the Fire are called the Meſſengers 


and Miniſters of God; and many other 
like Places in Scripture clearly ſhew that 


the Decree, tlle Command, the Saying 
and Word of God; are nothing elſe but 


the Operation and Order of Nature; and 

Without doubt many Things which are 
related in Scripture, and attributed to 
God; naturally come to paſo, becauſe it 


Was not the Intent of Scripture to give 


* by © : 2 1 
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LL 
us an Account of Things by their natu- 
ral Cauſes, hut only to relate thoſe Things 
Which ſtrongly poſſeſs the Imagination, 
and in ſuch à Manner and Style as were 
moſt likely to cauſe Admiration, and fill 
Mens Minds with Devotion. If then 
we find in Scripture ſome Things, of whoſe 
natural Cauſes we are ignorant, or that 
ſeem to have happen'd againſt the Order 
of Nature, we are not preſently to doubt, 
but believe that what did really happen 
came to paſs by the Courſe of Nature, 
which is confirm'd by the many Circum- 
ſtances that accompany'd Miracles, tho 
the Circumſtances were not particularly 
related, or were at leaſt poetically rela- 
ted: I ſay, that the Circumſtances clearly 
prove, that the Miracles required, and 
bad Natural Cauſes. When the Egyprians 
were to be ſmitten with the Plague of 
Boils, Moſes was to caſt up and ſprinkle 
Aſhes in the Air, Exod. chap. 9. v. 10. 
The Locuſts alſo, by God's Natural Com- 
mand, namely, by an Eaſt Wind blowing 
a Whole Day and Night, covered the Land 
of Egypt, and left it again with a ſtrong 
"I" Weſt Wind, Exod. chap. 10. v. 13, 19. By 
the Command of God a Way was made 
thro? the Sea for the Jems, hy an Eaſt 
Wind that blewaa whole Niglit; Exod; 
P. 14, V. 21. When the Prophet Eliſpa 


enger 
Ez ® wt » * 4 


EN 
: 92 
| 2h 
* W 
by 7 3 £4 


was to raife the Child, thought to be dead, 
be ſeveral Times ſtretch'd himſelf upon 
the Body, till he grew warm and open d 
his Eyes, 2d Book 8 
35. So alſo in the th Capter of St. John's 
Goſpel, ſome Circumſtances are mention d, 


Which our Saviour us d when he cured 


dhe blind Man on 
Many other Things are related in Scrip- 
tute, which all declare, that Miracles re- 
quire ſomꝭ what more than the abſolute 
Command of God; and therefore, tho all 
the Gitoumſtances of Miracles, and their 
Natural Cauſes, be not always particularly 


expreſsd, yet we ought to believe, that 


Miracles were not wrought without them; 
Which appears by the th Chap. of Exod. 
v. 27. where it is ſaid; that only upon the 
ſtretching out the Hand of Moſes, the Sea 
return d again to its full Strength, : with- 
deut making mention of any Wind; yet 
ia the 1 5th Chap. of Exod. v. 10. it is ſuid 
Tho \didſt blow wit h thy Wind, (that is a 
ſo that this Circumſtance was omitted in 
the Story, to make the Miracle appear 
the greater ; but if aay one ſhou'd object 
that we find many Things in Scripture, 
which cannot in Appeataace be explain'd 


by Natural Cauſes, as that the Sins of 
may be the Cauſe of the Earth's 


Men 


** 


. 
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Barrenneſ\s, 


of Ning, chap. 4. V. 34, 
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Barrenneſs, and their Prayers abe Cauſe 1 
ol its Fertility; that Faith may give Sight h 
to the Blind; with other Things of the i 


like Nature in the Old and New Teſfamens; 
I ſhall obſerve, that theſe Expreffions "> _ ."" 
iy no more than do thoſe by which Gol , 
is faid to be angry or griev'd with our | 
Sins,” that he repents of the Good he hath 
done or intended, and that God by ſeeing 
2 Sign call d' to Wind his Promiſe; af 
which are ſpoken poetically, or according 
10 the Opinions and Prejudices of 'the 
Writers : S0 that we may abſolutely con- 
clude, that all Things which the Serip 
eure relates to have happen d, did happen % 
(as all Things do) "greeable te the Laws 
of Nature; and if in Scripture there be 
any Fung recorded, which b Plain and 
evident Demonſtration, may be pro d to 
be repugna ant to the Laws Uf NA. türe, or 
impoſſible ible to follow” from them -we ongh he 
ro believe. | it was inſerted by: Sactilegious 
for whatever is againſt Na 


ture is 
againlt Reaſon, and whatever is a gainſt 


; "Reaſons ought to be rejected as abſurd. 

„Nothing now remains on this Head, | 
but only to ſay ſomewhat of interpret | { 
ing Miracles, or rather to recollect what 4 
has been already ſaid; which i is the fourth | 4 
Particular I was to treat ol. 


4 4 4 4 2 ö t N % Thar : 
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That no Body by miſtaking: a | Mira- 
cle, may: think there is ſomething in 
Scripture, which is contraty to the Lig hi 
of Nature, ir ſeldom happens that Mea | 
relate any. Thing that comes to paſs ſo 
Babe Rod 3-irng y, but that to their Re. 

lations they ſtill add ſomethingof their 
own Cpnceits, to make it ſuit with their 
on preconceiv d Opinions. In the Time 
Jaſbuen chen the Jews, belies di that 
| x Sun Was carty'd. about the Earth by 

. Diurnal, Motion, and that the Barth 


een happen'd ;wheg:they ; foughit 
3gainlt the five Kings, according to this 
their preconceivd Opinioa, and did not 
by 6 ſingly thc the Day me bog pan 
dinarys but that the Suu and Moon 
ſtogd ſtill; pr ceas d frem Motion; which 
at that 1 Time ſeryd ag Avery good Argu- 
ment ta convince the Heathen who — 
Mip'dithe Sun that their God, the 8 
Was vader The Power of, adother Deich 
wi o could, at his Pleaſure; make him 
change his Oourſe; and thetefore, partly 
gut of Religion, and partly from the O- 
inion with which they were prepoſſeſs d, 
„ apprehended and related the Thing 
uch otherwiſe than indeed it Was. 
Ties fore to explain Miracles, and to un- 
derſtand 


3 


not, moye at all; they fitted the Mis 
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der and by theit Relations how Things 


did truly and really happen, it is necels 
fary to know the Opinions of thoſe, who 


firſt reported the Miracles, or left them in 


Writing, and to diſtinguiſh their Opini- 
ons, from that which Was repreſented to 
them by their Senſes, elſe we may con- 
found © their”, Judgments and Opinions 


with the Miracle it felf; it is likewiſe ne 
ceſfary to know their Opinions, that we 
QB my ef: 0 LACAW LE 3 * x 32. 94 
may not confound the Things which 
really happen'd with the Things which 


were 8 and but propheti- 


cal Revelatiohs; for many Things in 


Scriptute are related and | believ'd as 


Things real, Which were but Repreſen- 


F tations and meer Imagidations, . as that 
Goc the firſt and higheſt of all Beings 
+ deſcended from Heaven, Exod. chap. 19. 


v. 18. Dear.chap. 5. v. 23. upon Mount S:- 


nat, and that the Mountain ſmoaked becauſe 


God came down upon it in the midſt of 
Fire. We are likewiſe told of Elijab's 
ding to Heaven in a enn Fee with 


preſentations ſuited to the Opinions of 


them who delivet'd to us thoſe Things for 


Realities, when in truth they were but 


meet Repreſentations. Whoever is but 
4 little wifer than the Multitude, knows 
that God has neither Right Hand nor 


M Left 3 


is 


Torſes of Fire; all which were but Re- 
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Left; that he neither reſts nor moves; 
that he is comprehenſively in no Place, 
but is infinite, and in Him are contained 
all Perfections. Theſe Things, I ſay, are 
known to Men who judge of Things by 
the Perceptions of a, pure Underſtanding, 
4s, not as their Fancy is affected by their 
outward. Senſes, as is uſual with the Vul- 
gar, who believe God to be Corporeal, and 
imagining he exerciſes Kingly Domini- 
on, fancy his Throne to be in Heaven, 
above the Stars, at no great diſtance from 
the Earth; to which and the like Opini- 
ons, mg en Scripture are accom- 


t yet ought not to be thought 


* a 


45 The Prophet Zygchary, chap. 14. v. 7. 
ſpeaking of a future War, ſays, But it 
ſball be one Day which ſhall be known to the 
Lord, nor Day nor Night : But it ſhall come 
11 N 2 © BY IPL 4 _— | Oh. —y to 
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o paſs that at Evening*time it ſhall be light 5 
in which Words he ſeems to predict a 
great Miracle; but they ſignify no more 
Nu that a doubtful Battle ſhou'd be 
fought, the Succeſs of which ſhou'd be 
known only to God; but towards the E- 
vening the Jews ſhou d be victorious. In 
the like Phraſes and Expreſſions the Pro- 
phets were wont to foretel and write the 
Victories and Overthrows'of the Nations. 
Jaiah, Chap. 13. v. 10. declares the De · 
ſtruction of Babylon in theſe Words, The 
Stars of Heaven, and the Conſtellat ions there. 
of ſpall not give their Light * The San ſhall. 
darkened in his going forth, and the Moon 
ſhall not cauſe her Light to ſhine; which no 
Body believes did happen in the Deſtruc-" 
tion of that Empire; nor that which the 
Prophet adds, v. 13. Therefore will Tſhake 
the Heavens, and the Earth ſhall remove our 
of her Place: In like manner, Iſaiah, Chap. 
48. v. 21. They thirfted not when he led 
them through the Deſerts : He cauſed the. 
Waters to flow out of the Rack for them: He 
clave the Rack alſo, and the Waters gaſbed 
» | our ; by which Words nothing more is 
meant, than that the Jews found Foun- 
tains in the Deſerts, by which they 
| quench'd their Thirft; for no ſuch Mira- 
cles happen'd, when by the Conſent of C 
rus they return d to Jeruſalem, Many Ex- 
pid 2 _. _* - pramans 
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preſſions of like Nature occur in the Scrip- 

ture, and are only Faſhions of ſpeaking 

I need inſtance no more, but let it be 

= obſerv'd, that the Jews made uſe of ſuch 

Phraſes, not only for Ornament to their 

Language, but alſo: to expreſs their De- 
votion; and therefore. attributed all 

ſeems. to relate, nothing but Miracles, e- 

ven when it ſpeaks of Things meerly Na- 

tural. We are therefore to believe, that 

when the Scripture ſays, God harden'd the 

Heart of Phar aol, nothing more was ſigni- 

ß , than that Phar ach was very obſtinate 
and diſobedient; and when it is ſaid, God 

open d the Windows. of Heaven, nothing 
more is to be underſtood, than that there feſl 

abundance. of Rain. Whoever, then will 

_  conlider, that many Things in Scripture 

are related very briefly, imperfeQly, and 

without Circumſtances, ſhall find nothing 


repugnant to Natural Reaſon ;. but many 


” 5 - 


Things which ſeem. very. obſcure, may 

With a little Meditation be explain d. and 

Kea lily underſtood. I ſhall cloſe. this Head 
with ſome Progfs: from fundamental Prin- 

_ ciples of Scripture: That the Courſe and 
Oeger of Naturej\in general, is conſtant. 
N e and immutable. | Palms 148. 9 . 6. He % 

Aalliſted them far ever and ger: He be 
r : UA | 55 Mad 
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made a Decree that ſhall nat paſs: And: Jere- | 
miah, Chap. 31. v. 35, 36.,1has:;{aith the 
Lord, who giueth the Sun for 4 Light by Day, 
and the 7. 1 of the Maon and the Stars 
for a, Light by Night, which dinideth the Sea 
when the Waters thereof roar: If theſe Ordi- 
nances depart. from me, ſaith. the Lord, then 
the Seed of Iſrael ſhall ceaſe alſa from, being a 
Nation before me for ever. The Philoſopher, in 
his Book of Eccleſiaſtes, Chap. 1. v. 10. faith, 
Is there any Thing whereof it ma be ſaid, | ſee 
this is new? it hath been already. of old time, 
which was before us; verſ. 11. he ſays, there 
is no remembrance. of former things, neit hen 
ſhall there be any remembrance of things to 
= - come, with thoſe that come after; by Which 
Words he means, that nothing happens 
NN which has not happen d before, though it 
5 be forgotten. In the zd Chap. v. 11. he 
; TO.” ſays, Whatever God dot it ſpall be for ever; 
| nothing can be put to it, non any, thing taken 
Fiom it: verſ. 15. That which: hath been is 
don, aud that mhich is to be hath. already been; 
Which clearly declares, that Nature keeps 
|  aconftant, fix d and unchangeable Courſe: 
1 That God in all Ages, known and unt nomn 
| is ſtill the ſame: That the Laws of Na- 
| | #vre are ſo large and perfect, nothing can 
„ be added to, or taken from them: And, 


1 


3 


= laſtly; that chere is nothing new in Mira- 
| cles but what ſeemsſo.co Man's ignorance; | 


(888) 
theſe Thingsare expreſſly declared in Scrip-- 
ture: But tis no where ſaid, that any 
Thing happens in Nature either contrary 
to its Laws, or not proceeding from them: 
So. that Miracles require Cauſes and Cir-- 
cumſtances, and are not immediately 
_ wrought'by 1 know not what kingly and 
abſolute Empire, which the common Peo- 


ple attribute to God, but by his Divine 


Power and Decree mented in the Laws 


and Order of Nature. And that Miracles 
may be wrought by ſeducing Impoſtures, 


as appears, Deut. Chap. 13: and Matthew, 
Chap. 24. v. 24. from ' whence it mani- 
feſtly follows, that Miracles were ew 
natural; and therefore (to uſe Solomon s 
Expreſſion) are not to be thought new or 
contrary to Nature, but have 2 as near an 
Alliance as poſſible to natural Things; 


which may be eaſily made out by the 


Rules drawn from- Scripture. And not: 
withſtanding we are taught theſe Things 
by Scripture, Jet they ate not deliver'd to 
us as Docrines neceſſary to Salvation, 


but only that the Prophets receiv'd them | 


as we do; and therefore 'tis left to every 

Man's Liberty to have fuch*an Opinion 

of them as is moſt _ to incline him 

moſt religiouſly and hearti 

And of this Mind was Joſephus, for he 
coneludes his Second Book of „ 
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With theſe, Words: Neither ought any 
© Man to be amazed at ſo: wonderful a 


Relation, that thorough the Red Sea a 


_ © Paſſage ſhou d be found to ſave ſo many 


s x4 
of Xx 


© and unskilful, whether it was done by the 
Will of God or that it chanc d of it ſelf; 


© Perſons in Time paſt, and they rude 


© ia was divided to give Way to Ar. 


d the Great and his Soldiers, having o 
other Paſſage to the Invaſion of the Per. 


{ fians; and this is acknowledg'd by, all. 
© who have given any Account of his Ac- 


- 


tions. And therefore concerning theſe 


| Things every, one may believe as they | 


pleaſe. 


2 
. 


8 | | ſhewn in what Senſe the 


Scripture is to be taken in the Account it 


gives us of theſe Things, I ſhall now 


proceed to ſhew that the Supreme Magi 


» ſtrates are the Supreme Heads, Judges and 


Interpreters of all Things both in Church 


and State; becauſe there are thoſe who 


will not allow Supreme Civil Magiſtrates 
to have any Power over Things ſacred, or 
own them to be Judges or Interpreters of 


_ - God'sLaws; nay accule and traduce them, 


and as St. Ambroſe did the Emperor Theo- 
doſius excommunicate them out of the 


Church. But it is plain theſe Men have a 


mind 


89 


po t6divide'and ſhare the Government, 
6 a tit wholly into their own Hands. 


r Religion hath the Force of a Law on- | 
5 from Hh Dethees who have the ſupreme. 


Tower, and all external Religious Worſhip 
and out ward Practice of 7 ought to 
be ſuĩted and accommodated to the Peace 
of the COmmon- wealth; that is, ſo or- 
dered and regulated as — 'make moſt 


for its Quiet, and ber Tre Ar ict 8 
y the ſupreme 


ſettled aud determin 
Power, to whoſe Judgment in all Cauſes, 


Sacred as Well as Civil, we ought to fb. 0 


mit. For ſince the Kin om of God cor 
ſiſts in the Exerciſe of ſuſtice and Chari- 


ty it follows; the Kingdem of God 1, 
where Juſtice and Charity ATTY Force 


of '2'Lawor Precept. 


Now Trhink there is little difference WAG . 
Juſtice | 


ther God teaches us the Practice of 
and Charity by natural Light or Revela - 


tion, or Whether God command it; for 


it matters not how it was revealed, ſo as 


it obtain the Force of a Law, and be- 
come in the higheſt Degree obligatory to 


Men. If then Juſtice and Charity cannot 
become a Law but by the Power of tile 
fupreme Magiſtrates, ' it will be eafily 
granted (ſeeing ſupreme Power is always 
in the Hand fof the — eme * 
that 


＋ 
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that Religion becomes a binding Law on- 


ly by their Decrees, who have the Power 


of Government; and that God has no pe- 
culiar Kingdom ovef Men but by them 


Vo have the ſupreme Ruling Power. Now 
it is plain, that the outward Practice of 


Juſtice and Charity becomes an obligato- 


ry Law by the Command of | the ſupreme 
governing Power. For in the State of 
Nature, Reaſon cannot pretend to any 
greater Power than natural Appetite may; 


and they who live according to the Laws 


and Dictates of Natural Appetite, have as 


much right to all Things within theit 


Power, as they who live according to the 


Rules of Regſon. So that we cannot con- 


ceive there can be in the State of Nature 
any Sin; nor can we think God to be a 


Judge: puniſhing Sins, but all Things car- 
ry'd on in their Courſe according to the 


Laws of univerſal Nature. To uſe So. 


lomon's own Words; All Things come alike 


10 all, there ig one Event 140 the Righteons, 
and to the Wicked; to the Clean and to the 


Unclean, no Place being left for Juſtice and 


Charity. But that the Dictates of Reaſon, 
that is, the Divine Law written in our 
Hearts, might obtain the Strength and 
Force of a Law, it was neceſſary that e- 
very Man: ſhould part from his natural 
Right, and transfer it either upon all, upon 
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ſome, or upon one; and then we firſt came 


to know what was Juſtice and what Inju- 
ſtice, what Equity and what Iniquity. 


became a Precept and obligatory Law 
by the Power and Decrees of ſupreme 
cf God conſiſts in the Power that Ju. 
flies, Charity, and true Religion, have 
over us, by becoming a Law to us; it 
follows, that God hath no peculiar King - 
the Supreme Ruling Power. Whether we con- 
prophetical Light, the Demonſtration is u- 


nivenſal, ſeeing Religion is the ſame, and 


equally. revealed by God, which way ſoe- 


ever it be ſuppoſed to come td our Know- 
ledgec: And therefore that Religion pro- 


phetically reveald might obtain tlie Foree 
of. a Law among the Jews, it was neceſſary 


cexery Man ſhou'd firtt part with his natu- 
ral: Right, and that all with one Conſent 


ſhou' d reſqlve to obey and ſubmit to all 


Things which ſhould by God be propheti- 


in democratical Goveruments, where all 
Wich common Conſent agree to live ac. 
cording to the Dictates of Reaſon. And 


tho' the Jews did transfer their Power up- 
on God, yet they did it more in Opinion 
| , than 


Fr 
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than Reality; for the ſypreme Power real- 
ly and abſolutely remained. ſtill in them, 


1 


till they transferred it upon Maſes, who 
was thencefor ward an abſolute King, ad 
by him only God reigned. over the Jes; 
their Church began with his Government, 


be taught the People Religion, ſettled 
their Terms of Worſhip, and choſe their 
Prieſts; by which it is evident that the 
whole Exerciſe of Religion, and all the 


Service that concern'd it, depended only up- 


on his Command, who had the Power of 
Chuſing the High Prieſt, or of eonſulting 


God without him, or of condemning the 
Prophets that propheſy'd in his Reign. 
But how ſoever this Authority of the ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate over all Things ſaored 
as well as civil may extend, it is the Right 
of all Men in a free Common- wealth to 
have the Liberty both of Thinking and 


impoſſible that our Minds or Thoughts 


ſhould be in the Power of another, be- 
cauſe no Man can transfer or be compelb'd 
to transſer his Natural Right of Reaſon, 


and judging of Things, upon anyother Man, 


that Government muſt be Hraunital that 
aſſumes an Authority over any one's Mind 
or Way of Thinking ; and ſupreme Powers 


deprive their Subjects of their jaſt Right, 
when they command them to receive or 
815. 0 N 2 | 


reject 
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And has Liberty of judging and thinking as 
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rejet# according to their Preſcriptions, 
whatever they declare to be true or falſe, 
and poſitively appoint what Opinions and 


Notions Mea in their Devotions ſhall have 


of God; which is a thing wholly in a Man's 
on Power, and from which no Man, tho? 
he were willing, can part; for in ſpight of 


all that Art can do, Men will abound in 
their own Senſe, and there will for ever. 


be as many Diverſities of Opinions as there 


Nor tho? the ſupreme Powers have 
à right to all Things, and are believ'd to 
ö er both of Law and Religi- 


on, coud they ever keep Men from judg- 
ing according to their Reaſon and Capa- 


city, nor from being this or that way af- 


fected: They may indeed eſteem all 
Men Enemies Who do not in all Things 
abſolutely think as they do; but we do 
not here diſpute of their Power, but of 
What is moſt convenient and profitable. 


It is true, ſupreme Powers may reign 


Hrannical, and put Subjects to death 
for very {light Cauſes if cop ' pleaſe ; but 
this cannot be done with Reaſon or Pra- - 


dente, becauſe it will prove dangerous and 


deſtructive to the Government: And as 
every Man by the ſovereign Right of- Na- 
ture is abſolute Maſter of his own Thoaghts, 
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he pleaſes, Supreme Powers in any Com- 
mon- wealth can never hope for Succeſs in 
preſcribing to Men of different Opinions 


Limits and Rules for what they ſhall ſay; 
for it is natural to all Men (tho ever ſo | 
much Secrecy. be requir'd)'to declare to o- 
thers their Thoughts; and therefore that 
| Government is Hyrannical where ſuch a | 
Liberty is deny'd, and that moderate and 
well ordered where it is allow'd. For the 
End and Purpoſe of Government is Liberty, _— 
and conſequently every one ought to Raa 
ſon and Believe as he pleaſes. - It is to be q 
confeſs'd that there are ſomeInconveniences + | 
ſome time attending this Liberty: But i 
what Wiſdom and Prudence can prevent = 
all Inconveniences ? And he that by Laws 2 


"' thinks to do it, will ſooner provoke than 
amend vicious Men. Inconveniences that 
cannot poſlibly be prevented or avoided, 
muſt be tolerated; we muſt bear them 
though they are hurtful to us. Of how. 
many Miſchiefs are Luxury, Drunkenneſs, 
Eavy, and Avarice the Cauſe? Let theſe 
are tolerated becauſe it is not in the Power 
of Laws to reſtrain them. Certainly then 
Liberty. of | Judgment ſhould: be allow'd; 
which is truly a Virtue, and ſubjeQ to no 
| Inconveniences in a well conſtituted and 
limited Government. Beſides, this Liber- 
ty is very neceſſary to the Advancement 
of Arts and Sciences, in which the 1 
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et "FF is always made 952 thoſe - 
Men may eh their Judgments free and 
anprejudiced ; and though the Meaner 


fort of 'Pepple : may be awed by the ſu- 
_ greme: Magiſtrate. from ſpeaking what 
#hey think, the Wiſe and Honeſt cannot 
be ſilent; bor our Nature is ſuch that no- 
thing gives us greater Concern than to ſer 
the — believe to be true, con- 
demn d, and our ſelves branded with Im- 
piety for acting according to our Belief. + 
Ia all Laws againſt Opinions, the vicious 
ate ſeldom concerned; they are generally 
made to provoke: the Good, and not to re- 
Nruin the Bad, and cannot be defended 
without a great deal of Danger to the Go- 
werament: They are alſo entirely uſeleſs, 
for Men can never obey Laws which 
rondemn thoſe Opinions they firmly be- 
eve to be true; nay, che making of fuch * 
Laws hath often cauſed great Diviſion: e- 
ven in the Church, for the Clergy wou'd 
quickly leave their. fierce and bitter Can- 
tentions, if they did not hope with the 
general Applauſe of the People to inſult 
over their Adverſaries, and get Prefer- 
ment, by procuring the Magiſtrate to fa- 
vour, and the Laws to countenance their 
Opinions. Both Reaſon and daily Expe- 
rience tell us, that Laws which command 
what every Man muſt believe, and for- 
n, nn againſt this or t hat 
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Opinion, are commonly inſtituted to gra. 
tify or give way to the Paſſions of thoſe, 
ho rather than endure a Confuration from 
ingenious Men, will with their ſtern ank 
moroſe Authority turn the Peoples Zeal 
into Fury, and ſet them on upon Whom 
they pleaſe. But would it not be mucm 
better to ſuppreſs the Anger and Rage of 
the Multitude, than to make Laws againſt 
Men who love Virtue and Learning? Whar 
can he more miſchievous to a Common 
wealth than to puniſh them, only becauſe 
they are of this or that Opinion, and can- 
not diſſemble it? They. who u them 
ſelves: to be haneſt never fear Puniſſmment 
as the Wicked do, neither will they by 
85 -baſe Submiſſions and Recantations endea- 
vVour to avoid it 3 they are neither troubꝭ d 
with Guilt or +Repentance, but think it 
glorious to ſuffer in the Cauſe of Liberiy 
and Virtae. FFC 
That Faith and Haneſty therefore may 
be in greater Eſteem than Diſſimulation 
and Flattery, that ſupreme Magiſtrates 
may keep their Power undiſturb'd by ſe - 
ditious Perſons, Liberty of Judgment ought 
to be allow d; and Men are 10 to be go- 
verned that though they are of different 
and contrary Opinions, they may live in 
Peace and Amity together, and in their 
Bargains and Covenants among themſelves 
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make it more neceſſary that they ſhow's 5 
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